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A Message From 

Our Pastor’s Heart 

 

 

Fall Greetings Church Family, 
 

One of my favorite theological reflections is the grace inherent in the Hebrew 

word Tov- God saw all that he made and said it is Tov or simply good. God did not 

say it was perfect because perfect is static and lifeless, no room for change – no 

dynamic beyond the finished product. But if you look at creation, and I mean all of 

creation, beauty expresses itself in change, movement, growth, and imperfection. 

Creation is ordered from seed to plant, from seed to life, and on it goes. We change, 

we develop, and that includes all of creation and God is quite fond of the process and 

the product. The potential of each human life as we move toward the good and away 
 
 

from the bad, is exactly what the creator envisioned when God said “let us make man in our image” and then he 

made humanity, male and female, and it was good! TOV!! 
 

I love the grace of the word Tov because Good is enough for God and if good is enough for God then it should 

be enough for us. If the good is enough for God then it is even enough for the perfectionists among us who 

struggle with the imperfections found in creation. I have preached a few times that God’s goal for you is not 

flawless perfection but goodness. This is understood perfectly in the questions I could ask you, “can you be 

good?” well yes I can be good. But if I ask, “can you be perfect?” Your reply would be quick, “No, I do not 

think I can do that – for nobody is perfect, right?” Good is attainable awash in God’s grace. But perfection, not 

so much. From Genesis forward, we are called to commit to the good or TOV.  

 

Now we are in a reflection each Sunday morning, leading up to the November election on the Fruit of the Spirit 

– love joy peace patience kindness, and then this coming week, goodness. In Galatians 5, the Apostle Paul adds a 

suffix to the word good “agathos” in the Greek of the New Testament. This suffix moves the idea beyond the 

good you are to the good you do. The suffix “syne” in the Greek is the equivalent of adding “ness” to a word in 

English. You may be kind – but kindness is what flows from you, you may be gentle but gentleness is what 

flows from the gentle soul – and so the Apostle Paul is calling us not just to the good, which is attainable, but to 

goodness – that which spreads from our inner being to the world around us.   

 



 

Pastor’s Message Continued… 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 2 of 8 

 

 

 

I think this might seem to some as too subtle to matter, but it is important enough that the Holy Spirit within 

us moves us this direction. from the good that you are, and you are good, to the active and spreading good 

you are capable of. From good to the goodness you exude. The presence of God’s active Spirit within you 

does not just make you good, rather, it blooms into goodness and that is something that touches the world.  

These “ness” words all flip the static switch and reach outward– kind – good- gentle- faithful – connected to 

the Spirit of Christ is growing into the active things - kindness, goodness, gentleness, and faithfulness! 

 

Jesus said "I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit.” 

The branch connected to the vine grows and produces good fruit and we eat of its goodness. Likewise, the 

believer connected to Christ grows and the world is touched by the fruit of their goodness. Christian fruit 

separated from the suffix of “ness” is just good but add the “ness” to it and the vine begins to spread, to share 

its goodness. Could it be that this is what God meant when he said to the first couple in the garden, the good 

Adam and the good Eve, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth with the goodness of God’s image?” May 

all the fruit of God’s Spirit grow within you and fill this world with goodness! 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Craig 

 

PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS 

OFFERING 
 

It is that time of year where we as a church would be 

collecting our gifts to the Peace & Global Witness Offering. 

This great offering enables the church to promote the 

Peace of Christ by addressing systems of conflict and 

injustice across the world. Individual congregations are 

encouraged to utilize up to 25% of this Offering to connect 

with the global witness of Christ's peace. Mid councils retain 

an additional 25% for ministries of peace and reconciliation. 

The remaining 50% is used by the Presbyterian Mission 

Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of 

violence, including our own, through collaborative projects 

of education and Christian witness.  
 

A letter will be coming your way in the next few days with 

details on how to support and give to this worldly needed 

cause. Kindly be in prayer for this church-wide special 

offering that offers opportunities of partnership, learning, 

and witness and profoundly affects the life of the church as 

      a collective witness to 

      Jesus Christ’s love for the 

      whole church. Thank you 

      in advance for your  

      continued support. 

 The Peace of Christ 
belongs to everyone, 

everywhere. 

 

CALIFORNIA WILDFIRES 
 

With many wildfires blazing, the Presbytery Disaster 

Assistance is in communication with all affected 

presbyteries. National Response Team members are 

virtually deployed to assist the presbyteries as they 

assess the situations in their communities and determine 

how PDA can best assist. We have disbursed several 

grants to address immediate needs such as feeding 

programs and emergency housing for displaced 

residents. If you are led to support the needs of the many 

in this disastrous calamity, please respond directly to 

PDA and designate your gifts to DR000165.   

Thank you for all  

your continued  

prayers and 

financial support  

during this very 

trying times. 

 



 

Prayers & Praises 

 

Ongoing Prayer Needs Key Code: 
P-Personal, F-Family, H-Health, S-Surgery, PG- Pregnancy, E-Employment, ST-Safe Travel, A-Adoption,  

SA-Salvation, M-Military 
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cause of racial equality and justice? Who were some others who were doing so, and 
what price did they pay? Some names to look up: Charles Morgan, Jr., lawyer/activist; 

the Rev. Ed King, minister/activist; Lillian Smith, author; P.D. East, journalist; Clarence 

Jordan, clergy and founder of Koinonia Farm; James W. Silver, academic and author; 
Juliette Hampton Morgan, Montgomery librarian and protester. 

• Can you blame prisoner Walter McMillian for refusing Stevenson’s help at first? What is 

it that he lacks that is essential in a fight against injustice? How is hope tied in with a 
person’s imagination? A good example would be the prophet Isaiah who graphically 

pictures a world of harmony in Isaiah 11:6-9. 

• What does Walter’s being placed on death row even before his conviction reveal about 
Alabama’s justice system? Although paying lip service to justice and equality, what 

instances of similar injustice have you heard about in northern cities? See such films as 

“Detroit,” “When They See Us,” “If Beale Street Could Talk,” “Queen” and “Slim.” 

• How did you feel when the court, despite all the evidence proving Walter McMillian 
could not have committed the crime, turned down his plea for a new trial? Does this 

help you understand why black rage erupts from time to time? 

• What does the tie-in with “To Kill a Mockingbird” contribute to the story? Compare the 
fictional Atticus Finch and the trial in the novel with the real-life Bryan Stevenson. 

• What does the inclusion of the case of Herbert Richardson add to the film? Given his 

mental condition, do you think he deserved his fate, even though he admitted his guilt? 
What does his execution say, if anything, about capital punishment? 

• What do you think of D.A. Tommy Chapman’s decision in the climactic trial? How does it 

bear out King’s insistence that nonviolent resisters should appeal to the conscience of 
the oppressor? 

• Where do we see faith as a part of the lives of some of the characters? How can it 

sustain us in fighting injustice? At what points in the story do you see God at work? 
• Many of those protesting the police murder of George Floyd speak of structural racism. 

What does this mean? How does this move beyond the 20th Century view that all we 

need is better education to eliminate racism? 
• How are some people trying to use the violence and lootings of the few to divert 

attention from the basic problem? What can we do about this? 
• What signs of hope do you see in news reports? For example, CNN published the story 

“Police officers are joining protesters for prayers and hugs in several US cities” with 

photos of friendly exchanges between the police and protesters. 

 

 

Beck, Veronika (H) 

Brugger, Betty (H) 

Bob Brunton (H) 

Castillo, Aislyn (P) 

Drescher, Helen (H) 

Gunn, Kathleen (H) 

Haug, Delores (H) 

Lansing, Del (H) 

Lipe, Ron (H) 

Mieselman, Sophie & Family (P) 

Peterson, Mark (H) 

Purdy Family (P) 

Reeves, Jean (H) 

Runsten, Tricia (Darlene’s Daughter) (H) 

Sargis, Mabel (H) 

Smith, Betty (H) 

Solhkhah, Arbella (H) 

Wickwire, Joann & Family (P) 

 

 

 

Residents & Employees of Covenant 

Living & Turlock Nursing Rehab  

 

I would like to thank the congregation 

for its outpouring of love and support 

to me and my family after the passing 

of Charlie. I appreciate all the cards, 

letters, food, and the beautiful flowers 

that were sent during this sad time. I 

would like to send a special thank you 

to my deacon, Sue England, for her 

thoughtfulness and caring. 

Charlie was a true gentleman who had 

a wonderful sense of humor and 

welcomed everyone with his smile. He 

will be missed. 

Joann Wickwire & family 

 

Birthdays   Anniversaries 
 

Oct 1    Marlena Mizicko Oct 1 Martin & Jana Purdy 

Oct 5    Niki Higdon  Oct 14 Bob & Sally Phillips 

Oct 7    Mitchell Wallace 

Oct 9    Emilio Alvarado 

Oct 12    Nick wright 

Oct 13    Kathy Teisinger 

Oct 19    Jay Mirza 

Oct 21    Joanne Abraham 

Oct 27    Meghan Hennes 

Oct 31    Michael Yonan 
 

 

 

If we have missed 

your birthday or 

anniversary, please 

contact the  

church office. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Amos+5%3A24&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+11%3A6-9&version=NRSV
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/02/us/police-protesters-together/index.html


 

Announcements 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Page 4 of 8 

 
See You @ 11:00 am by Clicking on the 

Zoom Link Provided on our website: 

fpturlock.com 

Serving Our Guatemala Mission 
 

Our Guatemala Mission goal this year was to 

provide 50 wheelchairs, build two houses 

complete with beds, stoves, bathrooms, and 

wash stations, and feed 20 families for a 

month. The total cost would be $18,550. We 

are well on our way to meeting that goal, 

but still need a little help.  

Through your generosity and the generosity 

of Stockton Presbytery, we currently have 

approximately $13,000. If you would like to 

donate to meeting one of the needs below, 

please do so through FPC and simply mark 

your donation as “Guatemala”. We thank you 

for partnering with us to make this happen. 

Cost of Needs: 

Wheelchair  $170 

House  $3,200 

Stove   $300 

Bed   $220 

Bathroom  $720 

Wash Station $85 

Food    $50 
 

Zoom Link will be provided on our website 

We urge you to check out these two non-partisan 

sources of information prior to our zoom discussion. 

The First is CalMatters at: calmatters.org/election-

2020-guide/ and scroll down to “Propositions”. 

The Second is League of Women Voters Stanislaus at: 

lwvstanislaus.org 

http://calmatters.org/election-2020-guide/
http://calmatters.org/election-2020-guide/
http://lwvstanislaus.org/


 

Children & Youth Ministry 

 
On Wednesday September 6th, the Category 5 Irma, packing winds 

of 185 mph, tore through the northern Lesser Antilles and Virgin  

Islands, as well as Puerto Rico. PDA has been in constant  

communication with communities in its path. 
 

PDA has been in touch with the leadership of the Synod of 

Boriquen (Puerto Rico) and the Presbyteries of San Juan, Noroeste  

(Northwest) and Suroeste (Southwest) to share contact information and grant information. PDA is also in touch 

with the Florida Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Network (FLAPDAN), which is a mutually agreed upon 

partnership between six presbyteries in Florida. This is a unique platform in which PDA can relate to all six 

presbyteries at once for disaster situational awareness. 
 

Gifts can be designated to DR000194-Irma. 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-

harvey/ 
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This special annual offering is used to provide assistance in 

two areas. 1) For retired and active church workers in need 

(through programs of the Presbyterian Board of Pensions), 

and 2) for needy students at the Presbyterian racial ethnic 

schools and colleges.  Join us in giving on this special 

occasion to help with those in need within our denomination 

on December 17th. 

 

Along with Big 
Wednesday Dinners 

          Dinners 
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    “So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and  

            peace to  those who were near.” —Ephesians 2:14-17 

The letter to the Ephesians tells us that Jesus came to proclaim a  

peace that is universal. While the earthly ministry of Jesus was in a 

specific age and place, the peace he shared is limited by neither time 

nor geography. As followers of Christ, our call to witness/work for  

peace begins in our own neighborhoods and extends to the ends of  

the earth. This Offering exists to support the holistic and wide- 

ranging witness of the whole church. For generations, and to the ends 

of the earth, Presbyterians have borne witness to Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace. 
 

A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the church to promote the Peace of Christ by 

addressing systems of injustice across the world. Individual congregations are encouraged to utilize 

up to 25% of this Offering to connect with the global witness of Christ's peace. Mid councils retain 

an additional 25% for ministries of peace and reconciliation. The remaining 50% is used by the 

Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our 

own, through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness. 
  
 

on Sunday, December 3rd in Voight Hall after both services.  This year we 
will be featuring the following organizations to help support: Calvin Crest, 
Presbyterian Mission Agency, Heifer International, Short –Term Missions, 
Turlock Gospel Mission, Christmas Gifts for Kids, two organizations to help 
stop human trafficking and SERRV International.  You can donate a gift of 
love directly or in a loved one’s name.  Gifts purchased from any of these 
ministries convey the true spirit of Christmas. They’re unique and special 
gifts that honor the recipient’s while they help the ministries to continue 
their life-supporting work. 

 
 
 
 
 

There are four easy steps to support this alternative Christmas gift-giving event: 
1)  Make a list of the family members, friends, neighbors or colleagues you wish to honor with a donation. 
2)  Choose gifts from your shopping menu and indicate each mission project you will “buy” and 
information about projects will be available at each mission table. 
3)  Complete your purchase by giving your donation to the cashier (cash or check payable to “First 
Presbyterian Church”) along with a copy of your completed menu.  All donations will be forwarded to the 
mission project of your choice. 
4)  Alternative giving cards for the one(s) you are honoring at this Christmas celebration. Special cards will 
be available at each mission table display and from the cashier. 

 

If you are unable to attend the Mission Faire but would like to participate, please send a check to the office and 
indicate the specific mission and gift amounts to share. 
  

 

 
Join us Every Sunday Online 

as we Look at 

Learn about God’s Promise to 
Abraham and how the 
Egyptians were afraid of all his 
descendants & Moses rescuing 
the Israelites from slavery. 

 

Every Wednesday’s online lesson 

leads our “Treasure Quest” to 

show the way to different parts 

of the Bible as we learn that our 

greatest treasure is God’s Word! 

A Surprise 
Gift Awaits 

You! 

Carving Pumpkins with creative kids 
Sunday, October 25th 

6:30 – 7:30pm
Outdoor & socially distant 

Wednesday 
October 21st 

5:30 – 6:30pm 
Special Delivery is 

Provided. 

https://www.flapdan.org/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-harvey/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-harvey/
https://www.flapdan.org/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-harvey/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-harvey/
https://www.flapdan.org/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-harvey/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-harvey/
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Page 6 of 8 

PRESBTERIAN WOMEN MINISTRY 
 

 

Presbyterian Women are meeting monthly on Zoom for our new Bible study, and for fellowship. We are 

meeting on the third Wednesday of each month at 3:15 p.m., and we promise to have you out in plenty of time 

to be first in line for Big Wednesday drive thru.  
 

The title of this year's study is Into the Light:  Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament.  The study topic was 

selected 3 years ago, and it must have been God's inspiration that the message of the study is so timely.  The 

first lesson taught us that "The perceived absence of God is at the heart of lament."  Lament is a form of prayer, 

one that we offer to a God who we know and trust, but who feels far away.  The second lesson is scheduled for 

Wednesday, October 21.  At that time, we will also have a brief dedication service for our annual Birthday 

Offering. 
 

Please contact Candace by e-mail: peterson_candace@hotmail.com, for further information, for a copy of the 

study book or an individual lesson, or to get the Zoom invitation for the October meeting.  

 

 

 

Notes from the Music Room 

 There is no choir. The loft is empty. I even took down the photos of our faithful choir 

folk. But I did it for a reason. You have probably heard me talk about the Bell Trees we 

now have and are using! You have heard them during worship as one of our ringers has 

played a hymn on the bells as they hang from the tree!  And perhaps there was piano 

accompaniment as well. We have found a way to produce music – hymns and other 

music – during these COVID-19 times which allows us to keep our prescribed distance 

and stay safe! We can even add chimes and at times a drum!   
 

And here is the point; the Good News of God’s love for us in Jesus Christ WILL NOT 

BE SILENCED! We will find a way to SING IT! To SHOUT IT! To PLAY it on 

instruments!  And it will be heard throughout the earth – even in a pandemic! 
 

So here it is dear friends. There is NO COVID restriction against singing it out in your 

own home! So be brave and do NOW! 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 

Was blind but now I see. 
 

May the Lord bless you, and keep you, this day, and EVERY DAY of your life! 
 

Rev. Wendy Warner 

Director of Music 

 



 

     Session last met on September 21, 2020 utilizing the Zoom online   
     meeting platform. We are looking forward to welcoming new   
     members at Zoom Fellowship/Worship at 11 am on Sunday, October  
     4, 2020. This day is also World-Wide Communion Sunday. Please join  
     us online for these celebrations. 
 

     Session has begun initial discussions on the 2021 church budget. Please keep 
us in your thoughts and prayers as we develop and build this budget. 
 

Candace Peterson, in her devotion to her fellow elders, reminded us that in John 8:12, it reads, “I am the light of 
the world.” This year, 2020, has been very random, and sometimes it feels very dark. Some are having difficulty 
coping. Jesus is light. When you walk into darkness, there is light. If there is dark, even the darkness is not dark to 
God. Remember that Jesus is light. If you see a pinpoint of light, it will get bigger. If you do not see the pinpoint, it 
sees you. You will never walk in darkness. God will lead you through the darkness. He is the Light! Amen! 
 

In service, 
Pat Wallace 
Clerk of Session  
 
Deacons held their monthly meeting via Zoom on September 21st.  

There has always been something to celebrate. We've had members welcome new 

babies into their immediate or extended families this year and birthdays proceed 

at their usual pace. Deacons, as part of your church family, have been able to share in  

the joy and celebration.  

As in any year, some have faced hardship, illness, surgery, and the passing of loved ones. Deacons have been a 

supportive part of seeing people through these difficult times with phone calls, cards, meals, rides, prayer and 

more. Just this past month, two members of our church family have lost beloved family members. Deacons have 

provided meals and comfort to these grieving families.  

We will continue to make connections with you and are delighted to share your joys and always willing to help 

make the challenging days better. Please don't hesitate to check in with us. We love to hear from you!  
Darlene Runsten and Lynn Posluch, Deacon Co-Moderators 

 

FOR IT IS IN GIVING 

THAT WE RECEIVE 
 

Giving to First Presbyterian Church of Turlock 

has been getting easier and more flexible! Not 

only can you mail or drop off your cash/check, 

but you can also give online thru the church 

website by clicking the “Online Giving” tab and 

follow the easy instructions. You can also 

download the QR Reader App on your phone 

and simply by clicking on the 

image to the right, you can give  

to the various FPC ministries.  
 

We thank you all for your  

continued support! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Deacons met on November 5, 2018 
 

➢ Thank you to the congregation for 

responding to our request for donations. 

➢ The deacons have hosted ten memorial 

service luncheons this year. 

➢ The deacons provided refreshments during 

the Lifetouch portrait sessions and 

collected worship service information to 

match deacons with congregates. 

➢ We will deliver poinsettias in December and 

bring cheer to those in our flock who are 

inbound. 

➢  

Faithfully submitted, 

Russell Limprecht, Moderator 
 

 

The Deacons Team met on Monday, February 18, 2019. 
 

• A continued thank you to the congregation for 

supporting the Deacon Fund. 

• We welcomed our new Deacons, Valerie 

Keesey, Susan England, Lynn Posluch, and Pat 

Rubalcava, Cyndi Sims, and thanked our 

outstanding retiring Deacons, Betty Brugger, 

This is often referred to as the 'summer slide' or 'summer learning loss' 

Students who read over the summer can gain a month of proficiency in reading 

 

This is The Learning Zone’s third year of offering our Summer Reading Program                                             

and we are looking for tutors to work with students during this five-week program.                  

Session & Finance Ministry 
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Income & Expense Year to Date 

Ending April 30, 2020 
 

YTD Income: 

Contributions         $90,158.57 

Other Income        $16,403.29 

Interest         $112.23 

Total Income        $106,674.09 
 

YTD Total Expenses        $117,235.40 

      Income / Expense Difference    ($10,561.31) 
 

Church Funds: 

Unrestricted Funds       $119,326.43 

Restricted Funds       $51,241.05 

Total Funds        $170,567.48 

 

FINANCE UPDATE 

Income & Expense Year to Date 

Ending August 31, 2020 

YTD Income: 

Contributions         $181,585.54 

Other Income        $  33,284.54 

Interest         $       262.81 

Investments Realized Gain  $       906.51 

Total Income        $216,039.40 
 

YTD Total Expenses        $233,935.14 

      Income/Expense Difference       ($  17,895.74) 
 

Cash Assets: 

Unrestricted        $113,022.51 

Restricted        $ 53,143.34 

Total Assets        $166,165.85 
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First Presbyterian Church 

2619 N. Berkeley Avenue 

Turlock, CA 95382 

 

Phone # (209) 632-2324 

E-mail: fpcturlock@att.net  

Website: www.fpturlock.com 

Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/firstpresbyterianchurch 

 

 

 

 Pastor: Rev. Dr. Craig Wright 

 Parish Associate: Rev. Wendy Warner 

 Children Ministry Director: Marcy Wright 

 Youth Ministry Director: Stephanie Anderson 

 Tutoring Ministry Director: Meredith Lawrence 

 Director of Music: Rev. Wendy Warner 

 Administrative Assistant: Polet Yonan 

 Bookkeeper: Russell Limprecht 

 Accompanist: Dr. Wayne Kidwell 

 Organist: Barbara Bort 

 Child Care: Ester Salgado 

 
 

Church Staff  
 

ELECTED DEACONS AND SESSION OFFICERS 
 

Elders 

Class of 2020 

Glenda Jameson 

Candace Peterson 

John Sims 

Martin Purdy 

 

Elders 

Class of 2021 

Marilyn Hoobyar 

Priscilla Peters 

Pat Wallace 

Michael Yonan 

 

Elders 

Class of 2022 

Robby Avilla 

Dan Hardesty 

Joey Reyes 

Adria Sanders 

 
 

Deacons 

Class of 2020 

Diane Arakelian 

Bill Bishop 

Vivien Huntley 

Kathy Mendonca 

 

Deacons 

Class of 2021 

Susan England 

Valerie Keesey 

Lynn Posluch 

Darlene Runsten 

Cyndi Sims 

 

Deacons 

Class of 2022 

Lynnai Badal 

Lynette Betts 

Sheila Josh 

Mary Peterson 

Rebecca Staley 

 

Big enough to meet your needs…Small enough to know your name. 

mailto:fpcturlock@att.net
http://www.fpturlock.com/
http://www.facebook.com/firstpresbyterianchurch

