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A Message From 

Our Pastor’s Heart 

 

 

November Greetings Church Family, 
 

Rev. Wendy and I did some church calendar talking this morning - some brainstorming 

about how we might make the best of a bad situation - how do we engage the holidays and 

their special services of worship, at a distance? We have thoughts and some inspired 

possibilities to be sure - but even those break down in the face of uncertainty. Will the 

Covid-19 virus flatten out or begin to fall? Will it rise or mutate and keep us apart for many 

more months? We don’t know. God knows. Not one bit of this has taken God by surprise. 

 
 God knew this was coming. God knew the churches of the world in 2020 would cease from public worship and 

worship at a distance.   
 

If I may be so bold as to speculate how God may be affected by all this, I would think God is pleased by all the effort 

so many have given to staying connected and working to keep our digital worship meaningful. God is pleased with all 

those who “Zoom.” And God is pleased with all those who go the “extra mile” with cards and phone calls of 

encouragement to their brothers and sisters in Christ.   
 

It was not some tired pandemic pastor who said, “Where two or three gather God is in the midst of them.” No, it was 

Jesus Christ (Mt. 18:20) There are not fewer believers in the world in 2020 because of this pandemic, there are simply 

fewer large gatherings. And of all that is missed by gathering in larger groups with sisters and brothers in Christ, there 

has been in many homes a turn back to the family table. One extraordinary byproduct of staying at a distance from 

society is the closing of the gap in families and households. People are preparing food in their own kitchens and eating 

with their families just like they did before the proliferation of our restaurant and fast-food culture.   
 

Have you ever watched the television show Blue Bloods - with Tom Selleck? In this show, Selleck plays NY Police 

commissioner Reagan. His daughter is an Assistant district attorney and two of his boys are NYC cops. Each episode 

delves into the life and emotions, the politics, and the realities of life if your blood is “blue” like the Reagan family in 

this show. I find myself looking forward to something the Regan family does in every episode near the end, that is 

just wonderful. The whole family has Sunday dinner together. At least 4 generations gather at a common table for 

every episode. They pause, give thanks, and talk with their mouths full. It is almost always at the dinner table that the 

“moral” of the episode is unpacked for us. But the most important thing we always find out is that they are family, 

and family matters. Not family-like 100’s of extended people in your greater “church” family, but family-like 2 or 3 

or 5 or 9 – small, close, and intimate.  

 



 

Pastor’s Message Continued… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our EIGHTH Annual 

Tidings of Comfort and Joy 

Will be held on Thursday evening, 

November 19th 

@ 6pm 

It will be a Virtual 

Celebration! 

Details will follow in the coming weeks! 
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I hope we can embrace the truth that the church gathered does not have to be gathered in a sanctuary, or gathered with a 

large group, but the church gathered can be as few as two, and this happens when we gather in Christ’s name. That is 

the important part - to gather in His name means that the two or three gathered have purposed in their hearts that this 

time is Christ’s time - time to reflect, to pray, to share, to learn. This comes back to the conversation about uncertainty - 

yes there are uncertainties now, but this we know - God is with us - God is in control. Victor Frankl, who himself survived 

a concentration camp, said, “Everything can be taken from a man but one thing: the last of human freedoms - to choose 

one’s attitude in any given set of circumstances to choose one’s one way.” 
 

Did you know, you can choose to gather, in the name of Christ, in your home - in your backyard, in your car, anywhere, 

and Christ is there? You can choose your bread or cracker, and your wine or juice, to be the body and blood of Christ, 

and Christ will be there. You can choose to worship on Zoom or video recording or by radio or just silence, and Christ 

will be there. In your choice - in your willful and intentional designation of sacred time and space Christ will be 

present - and when this is over you will be deeper and stronger and able to meet the rest of life’s uncertainties, which 

will most certainly come. You will greet the future with the calm that the presence of Christ brings. Let me encourage 

you to choose to make this time of smaller gatherings more, not less significant. 
 

Blessings,  
 

Pastor Craig  
 

Our Heavenly Father,  
We gather separated by life-saving distancing, but united 

more than ever in spirit; 
We know we are in a war against COVID-19 together, 

and the more together we are, 
the better and stronger we will emerge: 

We give thanks for those who are on the front line taking 
care of those who are not well; 

We give thanks for the researchers who are working at 
breakneck speed to find cure and vaccine; 

We give thanks for our leaders, federal, provincial and 
local, for their dedication to all of us; 

We give thanks for the providers of our daily needs who 
go to work in spite of the risk; 

We give thanks for those who have ramped up their 
ability to produce life-saving supplies. 

We pray for the well-being of all our life savers; For 
those who are not well, that they recover fully; 

For those enduring difficulty, that they may overcome 
their challenges. 

We pray that a cure and vaccine will soon be available, 
And that we all – family, friends, neighbors, the entire 

world may be healed in body and spirit. 
We ask You, O God, to bless our leaders, our front line 

care givers, our life savers and life enhancers. 
We ask You, O God, to bless the United States, to bless 

the world, and to bless everyone. 
Amen. 

 

    “For I know the plans I have for you,” 
  declares the Lord, 
       “plans to give you 
      Hope and 
     Future.” 

      Jeremiah 29:11 



 

Prayers & Praises 

 

Ongoing Prayer Needs Key Code: 
P-Personal, F-Family, G-Grief, H-Health, S-Surgery, PG- Pregnancy, E-Employment, ST-Safe Travel, A-

Adoption,  
SA-Salvation, M-Military 
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cause of racial equality and justice? Who were some others who were doing so, and 
what price did they pay? Some names to look up: Charles Morgan, Jr., lawyer/activist; 

the Rev. Ed King, minister/activist; Lillian Smith, author; P.D. East, journalist; Clarence 

Jordan, clergy and founder of Koinonia Farm; James W. Silver, academic and author; 
Juliette Hampton Morgan, Montgomery librarian and protester. 

• Can you blame prisoner Walter McMillian for refusing Stevenson’s help at first? What is 

it that he lacks that is essential in a fight against injustice? How is hope tied in with a 
person’s imagination? A good example would be the prophet Isaiah who graphically 

pictures a world of harmony in Isaiah 11:6-9. 

• What does Walter’s being placed on death row even before his conviction reveal about 
Alabama’s justice system? Although paying lip service to justice and equality, what 

instances of similar injustice have you heard about in northern cities? See such films as 

“Detroit,” “When They See Us,” “If Beale Street Could Talk,” “Queen” and “Slim.” 

• How did you feel when the court, despite all the evidence proving Walter McMillian 
could not have committed the crime, turned down his plea for a new trial? Does this 

help you understand why black rage erupts from time to time? 

• What does the tie-in with “To Kill a Mockingbird” contribute to the story? Compare the 
fictional Atticus Finch and the trial in the novel with the real-life Bryan Stevenson. 

• What does the inclusion of the case of Herbert Richardson add to the film? Given his 

mental condition, do you think he deserved his fate, even though he admitted his guilt? 
What does his execution say, if anything, about capital punishment? 

• What do you think of D.A. Tommy Chapman’s decision in the climactic trial? How does it 

bear out King’s insistence that nonviolent resisters should appeal to the conscience of 
the oppressor? 

• Where do we see faith as a part of the lives of some of the characters? How can it 

sustain us in fighting injustice? At what points in the story do you see God at work? 
• Many of those protesting the police murder of George Floyd speak of structural racism. 

What does this mean? How does this move beyond the 20th Century view that all we 

need is better education to eliminate racism? 
• How are some people trying to use the violence and lootings of the few to divert 

attention from the basic problem? What can we do about this? 
• What signs of hope do you see in news reports? For example, CNN published the story 

“Police officers are joining protesters for prayers and hugs in several US cities” with 

photos of friendly exchanges between the police and protesters. 

 

 

Beck, Veronika (H) 

Brugger, Betty (H) 

Bob Brunton (H) 

Castillo, Aislyn (P) 

Drescher, Helen (H) 

Gunn, Kathleen (H) 

Haug, Delores (H) 

Lansing, Del (H) 

Lipe, Marge (G) 

Mieselman, Sophie & Family (G) 

Peterson, Mark (H) 

Purdy, Norman & Colleen (H) 

Reeves, Jean (H) 

Runsten, Tricia (Darlene’s Daughter) (H) 

Sargis, Mabel (H) 

Smith, Betty (H) 

Solhkhah, Arbella (H) 

Wickwire, Joann & Family (G) 

 

 

 

 

Residents & Employees of Covenant 

Living & Turlock Nursing Rehab  

Birthdays   Anniversaries 
 

Nov 2    Steve Njock  Nov 6  Jarett & Sarah Kane 

Nov 7    Polet Yonan  Nov 10  Steve & Noma Arakelian 

Nov 14    Marilyn Brunton Nov 18  Gabriel & Majolie Njock 

Nov 19    Carmen Simon Nov 22  Donovan & Pat Wallace 

Nov 21    Mary Peterson 

Nov 23    Majolie Njock 

Nov 25    Ellen Santos 

Nov 27    Ethan Hennes 
\ 

 

 

 

If we have missed 

your birthday or 

anniversary, please 

contact the  

church office. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Amos+5%3A24&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+11%3A6-9&version=NRSV
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/02/us/police-protesters-together/index.html


 

Announcements 

 
WE ARE BRINGING SCRIP BACK! 

 

With CHRISTMAS right around the corner, SCRIP couldn’t have returned at a better time!! You can do all your shopping in one 

quick swoop by ordering gift cards for all your loved ones and have the ease of mind by getting them what they want with no hassles 

or discomforts.  
 

CARDS FOR THE HOLIDAYS are always appropriate and keep in mind you can help your church youth when you purchase 

them through SCRIP.  There is a long list of available choices provided for you on our website or at the church office for your 

convenience.   

YOUR SCRIP PUCHASES HELP THE MOST WHEN YOU BUY RESTAURANT AND SPECIALTY STORE 

SCRIP.  Here are just a few of many examples: 

Bath & Body Works 12% 

Best Western Motels 12% 

Gap/Old Navy  14% 

Chili’s   11% 

Lands End  16% 

Macy’s   10% 

The steps are easy to take: Simply check out the list of merchants, place your orders and make checks payable to First 

Presbyterian Church (FPC). You will be notified within 5-7 business days to come in or have your gift cards delivered.   

THANKS to all of you who are supporting our youth group by purchasing scrip regularly and during the holidays.   
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FPC Turlock’s Mission Faire held annually in December has been a 

longstanding tradition that has helped many people locally and around 

the world live a better life. Unfortunately, this year we will be unable 

to hold our Mission Faire in Voight Hall, but that does not mean we still 

can’t help those that need help the most, especially during these 

troubled times. This year’s Mission Faire will be virtual, and we hope 

you will prayerfully consider giving this year. 

Please take notice of the Mission Faire insert in this month’s 

newsletter. To donate, simply fill out the bottom section and return it 

with your checks made payable to “First Presbyterian Church” and all 

donations will be forwarded to the mission project(s) of your choice 

along with all other FPC donations. There are three different ways of 

giving: a) Mail to 2619 N. Berkeley Avenue, Turlock, CA. 95382; b) Drop 

your donation in the secure mail box outside the church office; or c) 

You may hand it to off at the Big Wednesday dinner drive-thru. Thank 

you for your continued generous support!   ~ FPC Mission Committee 

Sunday Evening 
Adult Ministries Group 

is taking a break. 
 

STAY TUNED 
For more details in the 

next Newsletter to come. 

 

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING 

This special annual offering reflects that 

God is with us. Through your generous 

gifts we will be able to offer assistance in 

two areas. 1) For retired and active church 

workers in need (through programs of the 

Presbyterian Board of Pensions), and 2) for 

needy students at the Presbyterian racial 

ethnic schools and colleges.  

Please look for details in our December 

newsletter on how you can help support the 

Church and the world for years to come. 



 

Children & Youth Ministry 

 
On Wednesday September 6th, the Category 5 Irma, packing winds 

of 185 mph, tore through the northern Lesser Antilles and Virgin  

Islands, as well as Puerto Rico. PDA has been in constant  

communication with communities in its path. 
 

PDA has been in touch with the leadership of the Synod of 

Boriquen (Puerto Rico) and the Presbyteries of San Juan, Noroeste  

(Northwest) and Suroeste (Southwest) to share contact information and grant information. PDA is also in touch 

with the Florida Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Network (FLAPDAN), which is a mutually agreed upon 

partnership between six presbyteries in Florida. This is a unique platform in which PDA can relate to all six 

presbyteries at once for disaster situational awareness. 
 

Gifts can be designated to DR000194-Irma. 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-

harvey/ 
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This special annual offering is used to provide assistance in 

two areas. 1) For retired and active church workers in need 

(through programs of the Presbyterian Board of Pensions), 

and 2) for needy students at the Presbyterian racial ethnic 

schools and colleges.  Join us in giving on this special 

occasion to help with those in need within our denomination 

on December 17th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In this season of Thanksgiving, our Youth Ministry is partnering with our 

Missions Ministry to create a Reverse Advent Calendar (please see insert) for 

our church family to come together and help provide food to those in need in 

our community. This great giving begins on November 28th and lasts through 

December 21st. Kindly keep the insert in a convenient place and as you place a 

collected item in a box, say a prayer for the recipient. Kindly drop off all 

donated items at United Samaritans by Monday, December 21st or drop them 

off to the church office by Friday, December 18th by 3pm.  
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    “So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and  

            peace to  those who were near.” —Ephesians 2:14-17 

The letter to the Ephesians tells us that Jesus came to proclaim a  

peace that is universal. While the earthly ministry of Jesus was in a 

specific age and place, the peace he shared is limited by neither time 

nor geography. As followers of Christ, our call to witness/work for  

peace begins in our own neighborhoods and extends to the ends of  

the earth. This Offering exists to support the holistic and wide- 

ranging witness of the whole church. For generations, and to the ends 

of the earth, Presbyterians have borne witness to Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace. 
 

A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the church to promote the Peace of Christ by 

addressing systems of injustice across the world. Individual congregations are encouraged to utilize 

up to 25% of this Offering to connect with the global witness of Christ's peace. Mid councils retain 

an additional 25% for ministries of peace and reconciliation. The remaining 50% is used by the 

Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our 

own, through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness. 
  
 

on Sunday, December 3rd in Voight Hall after both services.  This year we 
will be featuring the following organizations to help support: Calvin Crest, 
Presbyterian Mission Agency, Heifer International, Short –Term Missions, 
Turlock Gospel Mission, Christmas Gifts for Kids, two organizations to help 
stop human trafficking and SERRV International.  You can donate a gift of 
love directly or in a loved one’s name.  Gifts purchased from any of these 
ministries convey the true spirit of Christmas. They’re unique and special 
gifts that honor the recipient’s while they help the ministries to continue 
their life-supporting work. 

 
 
 
 
 

There are four easy steps to support this alternative Christmas gift-giving event: 
1)  Make a list of the family members, friends, neighbors or colleagues you wish to honor with a donation. 
2)  Choose gifts from your shopping menu and indicate each mission project you will “buy” and 
information about projects will be available at each mission table. 
3)  Complete your purchase by giving your donation to the cashier (cash or check payable to “First 
Presbyterian Church”) along with a copy of your completed menu.  All donations will be forwarded to the 
mission project of your choice. 
4)  Alternative giving cards for the one(s) you are honoring at this Christmas celebration. Special cards will 
be available at each mission table display and from the cashier. 

 

If you are unable to attend the Mission Faire but would like to participate, please send a check to the office and 
indicate the specific mission and gift amounts to share. 
  

 

 

TREASURE QUEST CONTINUES! 
Enjoy weekly treasure hunts as we 

learn what our greatest treasure,  

God’s Word tells us. 

Our story of Israel continues. The online 

lessons look at the ups and downs as 

God reveals Himself to the people. 

All the preparations for Christmas are 

underway. Children with the help of Zoe 

Zone will be participating in our weekly 

advent services via video. 

Hide God’s Word in 
your Heart and 
Celebrate with a 

Limo Ride to Chuck 
E. Cheese! 

https://www.flapdan.org/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-harvey/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-harvey/
https://www.flapdan.org/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-harvey/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-harvey/
https://www.flapdan.org/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-harvey/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-harvey/


 

P.W. & Music Ministries 

 

 
 

There is a time for everything, 
And a season for every activity under heaven. 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 
 

And this is the season for FALL!  And I could not find the way to change the furnace to HEAT!  Brrrrrrr 

The trees know it as many of them begin to drop their leaves for us to rake!  The birds know it!  We 

hear the geese moving south and admire their great V formations in flight.  WE know it as the 

calendar indicates the rapid approach of Thanksgiving!  And then ….. Christmas! 
 

All of this means that there is music to prepare!  Yes, we are still doing that!  And now we have 

seasonal music – but in new ways!  The bells are active in new ways with Bell Trees!  We are asking 

instrumentalists to help us bring God’s Word to us as well. 
 

With the new reality of COVID and our need for masks and personal space we are working hard to 

bring us together in worship even though it may be in a digital format!   
 

Whether your favorites are gospel tunes, soft meditations, the majestic music of the classics or all 

of the above, we hope that your hearts will find their way toward God in this and every season and 

in any and every format possible! 
 

Sing to the Lord with us! In EVERY season! 
 

Rev. Wendy Warner, Director of Music 
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PRESBTERIAN WOMEN MINISTRY  

 

Wednesday, Nov. 18th at 3:15 p.m. on Zoom - PW 2020-2021 PW/Horizons Bible Study:  INTO THE LIGHT 

Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament by P. Lynn Miller. All women of the church are welcome to attend.  

Lesson 3 is entitled “Women’s Lament”.  It is based on Jeremiah 9:17-21 and Matthew 2:16-18. The main idea is that 

in scripture and tradition women have carried much of the burden of lament for society. A central theme of the INTO 

THE LIGHT Bible study is that through faith we are connected one to another.  “Lament gives us common ground”.  

Contact Candace Peterson, Bible Study facilitator, by e-mail for further information, for a copy of an individual lesson, 

or to get the Zoom invitation for the November meeting.   

At this meeting we will also dedicate our Thank Offering, & celebrate 15 projects chosen this year as grant 

recipients, from 49 applicants, by the Creative Ministries Offering Committee of PW. 13 projects serve people in the 

US, and 2 are international. Since 1988 Presbyterian Women has granted more than $26 million to nearly 1,700 

different projects worldwide. More than 40 percent of the selected projects are related to health ministries.  Please send 

your donation to our Treasurer, Elaine Neely. The funds we collect are added to those of other PW groups to help 

fund projects, like the following for 2020:   

$25,000 – Northern Nevada Dream Center Reach the Hungry – With the purchase of a 14-foot box truck, 

the Thank Offering grant will help provide healthy meals to individuals and families by bringing food directly to 

outlying localities and neighborhoods where food pantries are not available. By serving these communities more 

efficiently, Reach the Hungry can increase the number of persons served.  https://nndreamcenter.org 

$43,650 – Gidada Theological College, Ethiopia – Gidada Theological College recognizes that educating 

women is key to development for the whole society. Their goal is to strengthen the quality of their education programs 

for everyone by increasing the number of women students. Thank Offering funds will be used for the construction of a 

dormitory for female theological students in Dembi-Dollo.     Contact person – Vivien Huntley 

 

 

 

♫♪ Notes from the Music Room ♫♪ 

https://nndreamcenter.org/


 

     Session last met on October 19, 2020 utilizing the Zoom online meeting  

     platform.       

     FPC welcomed three new members during Zoom Fellowship/Worship  

     Part 2 on October 4, 2020. Welcome to Sara Hartzell and Adele and Jerry  

     Wolf! 
 

 

 

Session has approved an exploratory committee to carry out a feasibility study on opening a pre-school at FPC. The 

committee will be co-led by Candace Peterson and Wendy Warner. Others on the committee include Lynnette 

Betts, Rick Gaffney, Cyndi Sims, and Dick Vesperman. 
 

The 2019 Financial Review has been completed and approved by Session. Thank you to David Arakelian, Jana 

Purdy, and Dick Vesperman for serving, and to Rev. Jim Stochl and Russel Limprecht for their assistance during 

the review. 
 

In service,  
 

Pat Wallace, Clerk of Session 

 
At our October 19th Deacon Zoom meeting, we learned that the youth of our church 

are planning to assemble fleece blankets with the hope of bringing comfort to people 

in need of an extra dose of cheer this upcoming Christmas season. Money for the 

purchase of fabric for this project was approved at our meeting.  
 

Connection with members of our church family remains a top priority and Deacons continue to find many ways to 

reach out to members of our congregation. Our heartfelt thanks to all who have so generously donated to the 

Deacon Fund as it allows us to minister to people in so many important ways.  
 

Blessings,  

Darlene Runsten and Lynn Posluch, Deacon Co-Moderators 

 

 FOR IT IS IN GIVING 

THAT WE RECEIVE 
 

Giving to First Presbyterian Church of Turlock 

has been getting easier and more flexible! Not 

only can you mail or drop off your cash/check, 

but you can also give online thru the church 

website by clicking the “Online Giving” tab and 

follow the easy instructions. You can also 

download the QR Reader App on your phone 

and simply by clicking on the 

image to the right, you can give  

to the various FPC ministries.  
 

We thank you all for your  

continued support! 
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Income & Expense Year to Date 

Ending April 30, 2020 
 

YTD Income: 

Contributions         $90,158.57 

Other Income        $16,403.29 

Interest         $112.23 

Total Income        $106,674.09 
 

YTD Total Expenses        $117,235.40 

      Income / Expense Difference    ($10,561.31) 
 

Church Funds: 

Unrestricted Funds       $119,326.43 

Restricted Funds       $51,241.05 

Total Funds        $170,567.48 

 

FINANCE UPDATE 

Income & Expense Year to Date 

Ending September 30, 2020 

YTD Income: 

Contributions         $208,183.12 

Other Income        $  36,574.94 

Interest         $       288.49 

Investments Realized Gain  $       906.51 

Total Income        $245,953.06 
 

YTD Total Expenses        $259,395.26 

      Income/Expense Difference       ($  13,442.20) 
 

Cash Assets: 

Unrestricted        $117,342.15 

Restricted        $ 56,610.89 

Total Assets        $173,953.04 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gifts purchased from any of these ministries convey the true spirit of Christmas while 
helping the growth & life-supporting work of each ministry. 

… YOUTH MISSION SCHOLARSHIP FUND help provide Christian camping or mission trips to the 
youth of our church family. 

… HEIFER INTERNATIONAL gives hope and dignity to communities around the world through the 

sharing of livestock and education projects.   
… FPC GUATEMALA MISSION will support the work of the FPC team as they reach out to impoverished 

families in Guatemala by providing houses, wheelchairs, stoves, bunk-beds, bathrooms, and food.   
… MISSIONARIES BEN & EMILY MOONEY serve full-time in Guatemala bringing Christ’s love to the 

people.  
… TGM WINTER HOMELESS SHELTER helps the Turlock Gospel Mission to provide meals and shelter 

during winter months. 
…“GIFTS FOR KIDS” shares God's love to very special children in one of three Group Homes. You can 

donate here or contact Martin Purdy to select a child's name and buy Christmas gifts for him  
or her. 

 

 

 

ORGANIZATION                             AMOUNT        ORGANIZATION                AMOUNT 

           

YOUTH MISSION SCHOLARSHIP FUND  $________   BEN & EMILY MOONEY MISSIONARIES________$ ________ 

 

HEIFER INTERNATIONAL____________$ ________  TGM WINTER HOMELESS SHELTER___$________ 

 

FPC GUATEMALA MISSION TEAM ____________$ ________   “GIFTS FOR KIDS”  _______________$ ________ 

 

These gifts have been donated by   __________________________________           TOTAL $ ________                                                                                         

 

 

  Cut along this line and return the form below with your donation 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Deacons met on November 5, 2018 
 

➢ Thank you to the congregation for 

responding to our request for donations. 

➢ The deacons have hosted ten memorial 

service luncheons this year. 

➢ The deacons provided refreshments during 

the Lifetouch portrait sessions and 

collected worship service information to 

match deacons with congregates. 

➢ We will deliver poinsettias in December and 

bring cheer to those in our flock who are 

inbound. 

➢  

Faithfully submitted, 

Russell Limprecht, Moderator 
 

 

The Deacons Team met on Monday, February 18, 2019. 
 

• A continued thank you to the congregation for 

supporting the Deacon Fund. 

• We welcomed our new Deacons, Valerie 

Keesey, Susan England, Lynn Posluch, and Pat 

This is often referred to as the 'summer slide' or 'summer learning loss' 

Students who read over the summer can gain a month of proficiency in reading 

 

This is The Learning Zone’s third year of offering our Summer Reading Program                                             

      28 
Canned 

Green Beans 

     29 
Canned 

Cranberry 
Sauce 

 

     30 
Box of 

Stuffing Mix 

         1 
Box of 

Potatoes  

 

FPC Youth and Mission Committee have created a Reverse Advent Calendar to 

provide food to those in need in our community during the 

Christmas giving season. 

 
EACH DAY ADD AN ITEM TO A BOX OR BAG AND BY MONDAY, DECEMBER 21st, 

DONATE THE ITEMS TO UNITED SAMARITANS 220 S. Broadway Turlock, CA 95380. 

 

If you are unable to drop off your items at United Samaritans, please drop off 

your items at FPC by Friday, December 18th before 3 p.m. 

 

* Other suggestions include: Toiletries (deodorant, sanitary products, shower gel, shaving gel, 

shampoo, soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste, hand wipes). Toilet Paper, Diapers, Baby Wipes, Socks 

and warm winter clothes and jackets. 

 

         2 
Macaroni  & 

Cheese 

         3 
Canned    

Fruit 

         4 
Package of 

Oatmeal 

         5 
Canned    

Tuna 

         6 
Jar of 

Applesauce 

         7 
Canned 

Sweet 

Potatoes 

         8 
Jar of Peanut 

Butter 

         9 
Jar of 

Spaghetti 

Sauce 

        10 
Box of 

Crackers 

        11 
Package of 

Rice 

        12 
Canned 

Beans  

        13 
Package of 

Pasta  

        14 
Canned 

Tomatoes 

        15 
Chicken 

Noodle Soup 

        16 
Canned 

Tomato Soup 

        17 
Canned    

Corn  

        18 
Box of    

Cereal 

        19 
Canned 

Carrots 

        20 
Canned 

Mixed 

Vegetables 

        21 
Package of 

Jell-O Cups or 

Pudding Cups 

        22 
 

The generous will themselves be blessed, for they share their food with the poor. – Proverbs 22:9. 

 

23   
23 
 

24   
23 
 

          25 
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First Presbyterian Church 

2619 N. Berkeley Avenue 

Turlock, CA 95382 

 

Phone # (209) 632-2324 

E-mail: fpcturlock@att.net  

Website: www.fpturlock.com 

Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/firstpresbyterianchurch 

 

 

 

 Pastor: Rev. Dr. Craig Wright 

 Parish Associate: Rev. Wendy Warner 

 Children Ministry Director: Marcy Wright 

 Youth Ministry Director: Stephanie Anderson 

 Tutoring Ministry Director: Meredith Lawrence 

 Director of Music: Rev. Wendy Warner 

 Administrative Assistant: Polet Yonan 

 Bookkeeper: Russell Limprecht 

 Accompanist: Dr. Wayne Kidwell 

 Organist: Barbara Bort 

 Child Care: Ester Salgado 

 
 

Church Staff  
 

ELECTED DEACONS AND SESSION OFFICERS 
 

Elders 

Class of 2020 

Glenda Jameson 

Candace Peterson 

John Sims 

Martin Purdy 

 

Elders 

Class of 2021 

Marilyn Hoobyar 

Priscilla Peters 

Pat Wallace 

Michael Yonan 

 

Elders 

Class of 2022 

Robby Avilla 

Dan Hardesty 

Joey Reyes 

Adria Sanders 

 
 

Deacons 

Class of 2020 

Diane Arakelian 

Bill Bishop 

Vivien Huntley 

Kathy Mendonca 

 

Deacons 

Class of 2021 

Susan England 

Valerie Keesey 

Lynn Posluch 

Darlene Runsten 

Cyndi Sims 

 

Deacons 

Class of 2022 

Lynnai Badal 

Lynette Betts 

Sheila Josh 

Mary Peterson 

Rebecca Staley 

 

Big enough to meet your needs…Small enough to know your name. 

mailto:fpcturlock@att.net
http://www.fpturlock.com/
http://www.facebook.com/firstpresbyterianchurch

