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    A Message From 

       Our Pastor’s Heart 

 

 

 

This last year needs no introduction. The coronavirus changed everyone’s life. Every 

industry and family on earth were called upon to adapt to the new realities of living in a 

global pandemic. Some adapted well, others not so much. Our community of faith, in my 

opinion, gets high marks. We transitioned quickly to the online format for our gatherings and 

in early spring our deacons realized that the way to get through this together was to increase 

our “distance” touch. So many of you rose to the challenge of figuring out how to get to our  
 
 

webpage and then how to Zoom. In March, while Marcy and I were trapped in quarantine on the Grand Princess cruise 

ship and then held in quarantine at Travis airbase, I knew I would need to add “video tech” and “movie producer” to 

my job skill set. The program on my HP laptop called “Movie Maker” became my primary vehicle to maintain contact 

with the outside world and to create devotional times and worship hours for FPC. It did not take long before every 

department of our church was fully engaged in online media connection. Even the PCUSA held its General Assembly 

on Zoom. From our couches and kitchen tables, we struggled to share our lives with one another over the internet, and 

some of you became real pros along the way.  
 

Communion at first was hard for me. How could we share the cup and the bread when we were not in the same place? 

And then the realization, which touched everything we did apart, began to grow in our hearts and minds – we are the 

body of Christ no matter how far apart we are at any given moment. Our spiritual connection is an unbreakable 

and eternal reality, and cannot be undone by a pandemic or a stay-at-home order. To highlight that, we had former 

members join us on Zoom, from Ohio, and Colorado, and even Northern Ireland. The technology gave us back our 

friends and families even in this time of separation. Wonderful! Along the way, more than a few of you have asked 

when we will gather in person again, and the answer is always the same – only God knows. But this I do know, when 

we gather again, in worship and in person we will bring a new appreciation for the bond we share and the joy of being 

in sacred space together with those we love. Worship attendance will have a fresh and delightful urgency to it. Yes, we 

all need special things to look forward to, and coming together for worship in our beautiful sanctuary will be better than 

the Super Bowl by far.  
 

My hope and prayer are that Easter will see us back in the sanctuary in some form. That will be a real “shot in the arm” 

and may take a literal shot in the arm to work.  
 

I want to personally thank you all for your understanding and support of the difficult decisions our elders have made 

this year with regard to gatherings. I know your health and the health of others has been a priority in our church family 

and I feel especially blessed as your pastor that I have not had the pressure to gather even socially distanced. As always, 

graciousness defines our membership. I want to urge any of you who, for whatever reason, have yet to join us in Zoom 

worship or Zoom fellowship to take the steps necessary to do so. You will be blessed and so will we. If you need 

assistance in this, please call the church office. (209-632-2324) We can help and we covet your presence in our lives.    
 

Marcy and I planted trees two days ago, and this morning the rain is gently falling. It will take a few years before these 

trees take off and provide the hoped-for beauty and shade, but it will happen. Likewise, all the seeds we have continued 

to plant as a community of faith will grow, and we will emerge from this difficult and odd time strong and healthy and 

beautiful. Trust me on this. At least trust God!  
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The words of the gifted 22-year-old youth poet laureate Amanda Gorman, who shared her gift with the nation on 

January 20th also speak to our community of faith - 

“…our people diverse and beautiful will emerge, 

battered and beautiful 

When day comes we step out of the shade, 

aflame and unafraid 

The new dawn blooms as we free it 

For there is always light, 

if only we're brave enough to see it 

If only we're brave enough to be it…” 
 

These inspired words move me to imagine not what we have lost in 2020, but what will we have gained and how 

we might fulfill God’s incredible vision for our particular church in the years to come. The prophet Jeremiah shared 

similar words over 2500 years ago and they still resonate with deep hope – “For I know the plans I have for you,” 

says the LORD. “They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.” (Jer 29:11)  

Church, “there is always light, 

if only we're brave enough to see it 

If only we're brave enough to be it!” 
 

Blessings, 
 

Pastor Craig 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

What does Jesus have to say about compassion, 
mercy, and forgiveness in the parables of the Prodigal 
Son, Unmerciful Servant, Good Shepherd, and Good 
Samaritan? Join us on line for Sunday worship and 
find out. 
Big Wednesday we continue memorizing and 
learning what the Lord's Prayer means. Have 
fun working on it with a variety of 
communication methods. How about signal 
flags or drums? 

 YOUTH MINISTRY 

We are almost half-way there! 
Get your Bible verses 

memorized. 

Youth group time is switching to 
Sundays @ 3pm 

for the month of February. We 
will be trying out a new online 

game called Among Us and 
zooming. 



 

Prayers & Praises 

 

Ongoing Prayer Needs Key Code: 
P-Personal, F-Family, G-Grief, H-Health, S-Surgery, PG- Pregnancy, E-Employment, ST-Safe Travel, A-Adoption, SA-Salvation, M-Military 

 

Birthdays   Anniversaries 

Feb 3 Tristan Sanders  Feb 1 Daniel & Amber Gonzales  

Feb 8 Donovan Wallace Feb 15 Michael & Polet Yonan 

Feb 9 Marilyn Hoobyar 

Feb 9 Maxine Kisling 

Feb 11 Michael Sims 

Feb 13 Emily Yonan     

Feb 14 Mark Aldax 

Feb 15 Elizabeth Kidwell 

Feb 15 John Simon  

Feb 17 Melba Jones 

Feb 19 Deryn Betts 

Feb 19 Chris Wiegman 

Feb 21 Alison Aldax 

Feb 21 Robby Avilla 

Feb 22 Dave Posluch 

Feb 22 Dick Vesperman 

Feb 23 Pat Weisel 

Feb 24 Rebecca Staley 

Feb 25 Adria Sanders 

Feb 28 Natalie Staley 
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cause of racial equality and justice? Who were some others who were doing so, and 
what price did they pay? Some names to look up: Charles Morgan, Jr., lawyer/activist; 

the Rev. Ed King, minister/activist; Lillian Smith, author; P.D. East, journalist; Clarence 

Jordan, clergy and founder of Koinonia Farm; James W. Silver, academic and author; 
Juliette Hampton Morgan, Montgomery librarian and protester. 

• Can you blame prisoner Walter McMillian for refusing Stevenson’s help at first? What is 

it that he lacks that is essential in a fight against injustice? How is hope tied in with a 
person’s imagination? A good example would be the prophet Isaiah who graphically 

pictures a world of harmony in Isaiah 11:6-9. 

• What does Walter’s being placed on death row even before his conviction reveal about 
Alabama’s justice system? Although paying lip service to justice and equality, what 

instances of similar injustice have you heard about in northern cities? See such films as 

“Detroit,” “When They See Us,” “If Beale Street Could Talk,” “Queen” and “Slim.” 

• How did you feel when the court, despite all the evidence proving Walter McMillian 
could not have committed the crime, turned down his plea for a new trial? Does this 

help you understand why black rage erupts from time to time? 

• What does the tie-in with “To Kill a Mockingbird” contribute to the story? Compare the 
fictional Atticus Finch and the trial in the novel with the real-life Bryan Stevenson. 

• What does the inclusion of the case of Herbert Richardson add to the film? Given his 

mental condition, do you think he deserved his fate, even though he admitted his guilt? 
What does his execution say, if anything, about capital punishment? 

• What do you think of D.A. Tommy Chapman’s decision in the climactic trial? How does it 

bear out King’s insistence that nonviolent resisters should appeal to the conscience of 
the oppressor? 

• Where do we see faith as a part of the lives of some of the characters? How can it 

sustain us in fighting injustice? At what points in the story do you see God at work? 
• Many of those protesting the police murder of George Floyd speak of structural racism. 

What does this mean? How does this move beyond the 20th Century view that all we 

need is better education to eliminate racism? 
• How are some people trying to use the violence and lootings of the few to divert 

attention from the basic problem? What can we do about this? 
• What signs of hope do you see in news reports? For example, CNN published the story 

“Police officers are joining protesters for prayers and hugs in several US cities” with 

photos of friendly exchanges between the police and protesters. 

 

 

Beck, Veronika (H) 

Brugger, Betty (H) 

Brunton, Bob (H) 

Craft, Joanne (S,H) 

Drescher, Helen (H) 

England, Robert (H) 

Huntley, Vivien (G) 

Josh, Sheila (H) 

Lansing, Del (H) 

McClellan, Barbara (H) 

Murdoff, Charlotte (H) 

Purdy, Norman & Colleen (H) 

Reeves, Jean (H) 

Runsten, Tricia (Darlene’s Daughter) (H) 

Sargis, Mabel (H) 

Smith, Betty (H) 

Springer, Paul (H) 

Wright, Nick (S,H) 

 

 

Residents & Employees of Covenant Living 

& Turlock Nursing Rehab 

If we have missed your 

birthday or anniversary, 

please contact the  

church office. 

 

THANK YOU FROM THE NEELYS… 
 

         Dear Church Family, 
         Dale, Julie and I would like to thank you all for your prayers, cards,  
         calls and wonderful food. We could not have made it through Covid  
         without you. 
         We are pretty much over Covid and looking forward to when we can all  
          be together again in our beautiful sanctuary. 
          

     God bless you all, The Neelys 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Amos+5%3A24&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+11%3A6-9&version=NRSV
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/02/us/police-protesters-together/index.html


 

Missions Ministry 

 
In company with the whole church—its congregations, 

pastors and chaplains, mid councils, and national staff, 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) has entered this 

strange new world of pandemic, beginning our response 

to COVID-19 with a solidarity grant to our ACT Alliance 

partner in China in February, to support their local 

response. As the virus began to spread, PDA prepared 

and offered guidance to Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

congregations for safe practices in the event of a 

widespread contagious disease outbreak, an outbreak 

which has now reached the level of pandemic.  
 

PDA pulled 2.7 million dollars from reserves to seed the 

COVID-19 ongoing response both in the United States 

and internationally. These are funds that have been given 

by donors to PDA’s general fund, meant to meet the 

response needs of disasters small or large that are not 

able to be funded by special appeals. Although money is 

not the only thing communities need in this moment, it is 

one resource, alongside many others, that can be helpful. 

We are incredibly grateful to donors, past and continuing, 

who trusted PDA enough to designate their funds to 

the PDA general disaster account. This is where the bulk 

of our reserve for COVID-19 is being drawn from. We are 

also incredibly grateful to the churches and individuals 

who support One Great Hour of Sharing, the church-wide 

offering collected during Easter, which not only provides 

our core funding, but also supports two sibling programs, 

the Presbyterian Hunger Program and Self Development 

of People, two programs whose work in addressing 

systemic poverty, hunger and centering the needs of 

communities historically marginalized is as critical in the 

face of COVID-19 as it is to our global human flourishing 

every day. Churches and communities wishing to think 

about how best to allocate mission resources during this 

pandemic can gain insight and support from any and all 

of us. 

In addition to making these grant funds available, PDA 

has ramped up our Emotional and Spiritual Care 

programs, including Compassion Fatigue and Resiliency 

workshops, and they are broadly available. We are 

working with the Mental Health Ministries office and the 

community Mental Health Network established after our 

last General Assembly. We will also work with Stony 

Point Center in New York, looking toward some virtual 

and (in time) actual gatherings for pastoral respite and 

reflection. 

We are grateful for our partnerships with the Presbyterian 

Mission Agency Executive Director, who made $300,000 

available for Matthew 25 Continuation of Ministry Grants, 

and World Mission and the Presbyterian Hunger 

Program, who we continue to work with to ensure a 

comprehensive response globally and in the U.S. The 

PC(USA) office of Racial Equity & Women’s Intercultural 

Ministries, the Presbyterian Hunger Program and the 

Presbyterian Committee on the Self Development of 

People helped frame the parameters of the grant 

program and ensured that congregations of color and 

those systemically excluded and affected would be made 

aware of the opportunity to extend their mission through 

these grant funds. 
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GUATEMALA SHORT-TERM 

MISSION 

INTERESTED? CONTACT MARCY WRIGHT 

FOR MORE INFORMATION. 

Response to COVID-19 

https://pda.pcusa.org/pda/resource/disease-guidance-for-congregations/
https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000148/
https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000148/
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/oghs/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/compassion-peace-justice/hunger/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/sdop/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/sdop/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/compassion-peace-justice/mental-health-ministry/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/


 

P.W. & Music Ministries 

 On Wednesday September 6th, the Category 5 Irma, packing winds 

of 185 mph, tore through the northern Lesser Antilles and Virgin  

Islands, as well as Puerto Rico. PDA has been in constant  

communication with communities in its path. 
 

PDA has been in touch with the leadership of the Synod of 

Boriquen (Puerto Rico) and the Presbyteries of San Juan, Noroeste  

(Northwest) and Suroeste (Southwest) to share contact information and grant information. PDA is also in touch 

with the Florida Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Network (FLAPDAN), which is a mutually agreed upon 

partnership between six presbyteries in Florida. This is a unique platform in which PDA can relate to all six 

presbyteries at once for disaster situational awareness. 
 

Gifts can be designated to DR000194-Irma. 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-

harvey/ 
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This special annual offering is used to provide assistance in 

two areas. 1) For retired and active church workers in need 

(through programs of the Presbyterian Board of Pensions), 

and 2) for needy students at the Presbyterian racial ethnic 

schools and colleges.  Join us in giving on this special 

occasion to help with those in need within our denomination 

on December 17th. 
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    “So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and  

            peace to  those who were near.” —Ephesians 2:14-17 

The letter to the Ephesians tells us that Jesus came to proclaim a  

peace that is universal. While the earthly ministry of Jesus was in a 

specific age and place, the peace he shared is limited by neither time 

nor geography. As followers of Christ, our call to witness/work for  

peace begins in our own neighborhoods and extends to the ends of  

the earth. This Offering exists to support the holistic and wide- 

ranging witness of the whole church. For generations, and to the ends 

of the earth, Presbyterians have borne witness to Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace. 
 

A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the church to promote the Peace of Christ by 

addressing systems of injustice across the world. Individual congregations are encouraged to utilize 

up to 25% of this Offering to connect with the global witness of Christ's peace. Mid councils retain 

an additional 25% for ministries of peace and reconciliation. The remaining 50% is used by the 

Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our 

own, through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness. 
  
 

on Sunday, December 3rd in Voight Hall after both services.  This year we 
will be featuring the following organizations to help support: Calvin Crest, 
Presbyterian Mission Agency, Heifer International, Short –Term Missions, 
Turlock Gospel Mission, Christmas Gifts for Kids, two organizations to help 
stop human trafficking and SERRV International.  You can donate a gift of 
love directly or in a loved one’s name.  Gifts purchased from any of these 
ministries convey the true spirit of Christmas. They’re unique and special 
gifts that honor the recipient’s while they help the ministries to continue 
their life-supporting work. 

 
 
 
 
 

There are four easy steps to support this alternative Christmas gift-giving event: 
1)  Make a list of the family members, friends, neighbors or colleagues you wish to honor with a donation. 
2)  Choose gifts from your shopping menu and indicate each mission project you will “buy” and 
information about projects will be available at each mission table. 
3)  Complete your purchase by giving your donation to the cashier (cash or check payable to “First 
Presbyterian Church”) along with a copy of your completed menu.  All donations will be forwarded to the 
mission project of your choice. 
4)  Alternative giving cards for the one(s) you are honoring at this Christmas celebration. Special cards will 
be available at each mission table display and from the cashier. 

 

If you are unable to attend the Mission Faire but would like to participate, please send a check to the office and 
indicate the specific mission and gift amounts to share. 
  

 

 

Wednesday, February 17th at 3:00 p.m. on Zoom - PW 2020-2021 PW/Horizons Bible Study:  INTO THE 

LIGHT Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament by P. Lynn Miller. All women of the church are welcome 

to attend. This month, we will be on Lesson 5, which is entitled “Lamenting Life”. The main scripture is taken 

from Job, chapter three, verses 1-4, 9-19, and 24-26. The main idea is sometimes it is life, rather than death, that 

is the cause for lament. In this lesson, we learn that it is only through trusting in the God of Hope we are delivered 

from our sorrows and pains. And it is only by God’s grace that we have abundant life. Abundant life is less about 

what we have and more about what we receive from God. God gives us grace and peace that surpasses 

understanding and adopts us as God’s own. As we are asked to think about how God has carried us through our 

lifetime, we remember each road of sorrowful and grief stricken moments when we have asked ourselves, “Who 

are we?” and the answer ultimately, without a doubt, is “I am a child of God”. The central theme of the INTO 

THE LIGHT Bible study is that through faith we are connected one to another. “Lament gives us common ground” 

and together we find HOPE through our prayers of lament.  Contact Candace Peterson, Bible Study facilitator, by 

e-mail for further information, for a copy of an individual lesson, or to get the Zoom invitation for the February 

meeting.   
 

If you would like to donate, please send your donation to our Treasurer, Elaine Neely, and make your checks 

payable to Presbyterian Women. For any questions or more information, please contact Vivien Huntley. 

 

 

PRESBTERIAN WOMEN MINISTRY 

 

 

PRAISE GOD 
FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW! 

 

WOW! I did that this morning! Big time! Driving up the freeway for my Covid-19 Vaccine in the rain I saw 

a glorious rainbow! And I remembered that a rainbow is a promise from God as recorded in the ninth chapter 

of Genesis. God said that at the sight of a rainbow He would remember the promise, the covenant He made 

to never again destroy the earth with flood. 
 

And so, we PRAISE GOD! We sing our praises to God, even if we sing with masks on! Or we sing in the 

shower! Or we sing to our pets! Or to the trees in our yard!   Or on a hike in the woods – or on a mountain 

top!  Or at the seashore!  Anywhere!  Everywhere!  We NEVER stop singing our praises to God! 
 

Why? Because of ALL our blessings – and they are multitude! – come from God! Try to count all the 

blessings God has given to you in one full day! Then note how many times in that day have you lost count! 

It is a bit of a fun exercise!   
 

God loves us, each one of us, so much that He just keeps pouring blessings into our lives every day! It is 

quite overwhelming! Even on our very worst days, when all seems to be going wrong, there are blessings 

galore!   
 

So, go ahead – and sing your praises to God! As many times as you like!  All day! 
 

PRAISE GOD 
FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW! 

 

Rev. Wendy Warner, Director of Music 

 

 

♫♪ Notes from the Music Room   ♫♪ 

 

https://www.flapdan.org/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-harvey/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-harvey/
https://www.flapdan.org/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-harvey/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-harvey/
https://www.flapdan.org/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-harvey/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-harvey/


 

Spotlight on Ministry 
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The Building and Grounds Committee is a longstanding 

one at FPC, and it has had many long term members that 

stand out in people’s minds. Ted Brugger, Charlie 

Wickwire, David Warner and Ken Teisinger come to mind. 

The committee is charged with caring for all of the 

buildings and grounds on our church campus. The 

following members are your Building and Grounds current 

team. 

Robby Avilla - Robby is currently the Elder serving as 

chairperson of the Building and Grounds committee. 

Robby weeds the various beds, pours vinegar in the 

sidewalk and parking lot cracks, prunes the smaller trees 

and bushes, plants the annual flowers in the parking lot 

beds, keeps the drip systems in repair and treats some of 

the trees and bushes with systemics. 
 

Alan Colquhoun - Al is a building contractor and is a 

tremendous asset in his knowledge about every aspect of 

building repair and construction. Al and his company of 

men originally built the breezeway roof that connects the 

church to the office building. In recent years he 

refurbished it by tearing away all of the wood that had 

rotted over the course of time and rebuilding it to its former 

glory. Al and his family have given of their time working 

hard on the Building and Ground workdays. 
 

Dan Hardesty - Dan is the newest member of our team. 

He is our go to guy for anything electrical. He has replaced 

light fixtures on the buildings and the breezeway, has 

serviced parking lot lights and the chandelier lights in the 

sanctuary. Dan has also continued on the work of David 

Warner in replacing ballasts on light fixtures so that we 

can change over almost all of our lighting to newer LED 

bulbs.  

Dale Neely - Dale is the longest serving member of the 

B&G team. He is our Mr. Fixit. Just a small fraction of his 

work can be seen in the rebuilding of the barbeque, the 

installation of the ramp into the Youth Room, installation 

of exterior metal outlet covers, repair of the stalls in the 

women’s bathrooms, repair of the entrance way sign, 

sink repair, toilet repair and many other fixit jobs, far too 

many to mention. Many a time Dale has brought his son, 

David, into our work projects too. 

Cindy Peterson - Cindy not only watches over and works 

on the church vegetable garden, she also is the person 

who dotes and feeds our church cat, Ruthie. Cindy has 

worked on procuring the bids for many of the larger repair 

jobs at our church. She is truly the eyes and ears of our 

church for our committee. After each major storm she 

photographs any damage and sends it to the committee. 

She is also the person who creates the newsletter B&G 

page and has organized and publicized many of our 

church workdays. 

David Posluch - Dave is the man who takes watchful care 

of the lawns. He fixes the sprinklers, tends to the timers, 

fertilizes the lawns and deals with the lawn service. Dave 

is charged with irrigating and mowing the backgrounds 

and he is also the person who deals with pruning and 

shaping of our beautiful larger trees on the campus. Over 

the years, Dave has also taken on the responsibilities of 

installing and taking down both the shade sails and the 

nativity set. 

Joey Reyes - Joey’s experience as a painting contractor 

and his work with his own hydraulic company gives us a 

real boost on many construction jobs. He repainted the 

metal work in front of the garbage cans, remade the 

Presbyterian emblem sign on the exterior of the narthex, 

helped Dan with lighting projects, rebuilt an AC vent on 

the sanctuary stage platform and has been a huge help 

on workdays. 

“And there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; 
and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same 

God who empowers them all in everyone.”  
1 Corinthians 12:5-6 

 

We welcome all who wish to serve in the maintenance of 

the gracious gifts we have received from the Lord in our 

beautiful buildings and grounds. 

 
 

~ Robby Avilla 



 

Deacons met via Zoom on January 18, 2021. At this meeting, Wendy encouraged all 

Deacons to be present for the congregational meeting on January 31st as a quorum is 

needed to vote on items important to the life of the congregation. We continue to  

share joys and concerns of our flock members at our monthly meetings.  
 

On February 15th, our next meeting, we will say goodbye to a number of outgoing 

Deacons who have been faithful and very effective ministering to our church family. Many of them are people who 

not only do the minimum of what is asked of them but have stepped up in so many ways when extra help is needed. 

They truly have hearts for serving the people of our congregation with compassion and kindness. We are very excited 

to be welcoming a new group of servants to our Board of Deacons at our February meeting and look forward, together, 

to finding ways to be a blessing to others.  
 

In Christ, Darlene Runsten and Lynn Posluch, Co-Moderators 
 

FOR IT IS IN GIVING 

THAT WE RECEIVE 
 

Giving to First Presbyterian Church of Turlock 

has been getting easier and more flexible! Not 

only can you mail or drop off your cash/check, 

but you can also give online thru the church 

website by clicking the “Online Giving” tab and 

follow the easy instructions. You can also 

download the QR Reader App on your phone 

and simply by clicking on the 

image to the right, you can give  

to the various FPC ministries.  
 

We thank you all for your  

continued support! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Deacons met on November 5, 2018 
 

➢ Thank you to the congregation for 

responding to our request for donations. 

➢ The deacons have hosted ten memorial 

service luncheons this year. 

➢ The deacons provided refreshments during 

the Lifetouch portrait sessions and 

collected worship service information to 

match deacons with congregates. 

➢ We will deliver poinsettias in December and 

bring cheer to those in our flock who are 

inbound. 

➢  

Faithfully submitted, 

Russell Limprecht, Moderator 
 

 

The Deacons Team met on Monday, February 18, 2019. 
 

• A continued thank you to the congregation for 

supporting the Deacon Fund. 

• We welcomed our new Deacons, Valerie 

Keesey, Susan England, Lynn Posluch, and Pat 

Rubalcava, Cyndi Sims, and thanked our 

outstanding retiring Deacons, Betty Brugger, 

This is often referred to as the 'summer slide' or 'summer learning loss' 

Students who read over the summer can gain a month of proficiency in reading 

 

This is The Learning Zone’s third year of offering our Summer Reading Program                                             

and we are looking for tutors to work with students during this five-week program.                  
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Income & Expense Year to Date 

Ending April 30, 2020 
 

YTD Income: 

Contributions         $90,158.57 

Other Income        $16,403.29 

Interest         $112.23 

Total Income        $106,674.09 
 

YTD Total Expenses        $117,235.40 

      Income / Expense Difference    ($10,561.31) 
 

Church Funds: 

Unrestricted Funds       $119,326.43 

Restricted Funds       $51,241.05 

Total Funds        $170,567.48 

 

FINANCE UPDATE 

Income & Expense Year to Date 

Ending December 31, 2020 

YTD Income: 

Contributions         $310,778.11 

Other Income        $  46,736.19 

PPP Loan Forgiveness       $  33,790.00 

Interest         $       369.18 

Investments Realized Gain  $       906.51 

Total Income        $392,579.99 
 

YTD Total Expenses        $349,660.94 

      Income/Expense Difference        $  42,919.05 
 

Cash Assets: 

Unrestricted        $154,329.01 

Restricted        $  50,805.86 

Total Assets        $205,134.87 

98 

 

 2020 Congregational Meeting Results 

We convened our annual congregational meeting last Sunday, Jan. 31, 2021, following our Zoom worship/fellowship 

time. This was the first time in our church history when online voting and congregational meeting was permitted.   

➢ All officers, elders and deacons, nominated and presented by the 2020 Nominating Committee for either two or 

three-year term, were voted in by the congregation. They shall be installed and/ordained on Sunday, February 14, 

2021, during the worship/fellowship Zoom time. 

DEACONS: Diane Arakelian (2022), Alison Aldax (2023), Barbara Hardesty (2023), Marlena Mizicko (2023), 

Jana Purdy (2023), and Arabella Solhkhah (2023). 

ELDERS:   Michael Betts (2023), Donna Harrison (2023), Candace Peterson (2023), and John Sims (2023).  

Former elders, Kathleen Gunn and Martin Purdy will serve as alternates for 2021. 

➢ The 2020 budget was reviewed and the 2021 budget was presented. 

➢ Elected new corporate officers for 2021: John Sims (President), Patricia Wallace (Secretary), and Richard Brown 

(Treasurer). 

➢ The 2021 Nominating Committee are: Patricia Wallace (Elder), Adria Sanders (Elder), Darlene Runsten (Deacon), 

and the four members at large are: Richard Brown, Brent Harrison, Niki Higdon, and Patricia Rubalcava.  
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First Presbyterian Church 

2619 N. Berkeley Avenue 

Turlock, CA 95382 

 

Phone # (209) 632-2324 

E-mail: fpcturlock@att.net  

Website: www.fpturlock.com 

Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/firstpresbyterianchurch 

 

 

 

 Pastor: Rev. Dr. Craig Wright 

 Parish Associate: Rev. Wendy Warner 

 Children Ministry Director: Marcy Wright 

 Youth Ministry Director: Stephanie Anderson 

 Tutoring Ministry Director: Meredith Lawrence 

 Director of Music: Rev. Wendy Warner 

 Administrative Assistant: Polet Yonan 

 Bookkeeper: Russell Limprecht 

 Accompanist: Dr. Wayne Kidwell 

 Organist: Barbara Bort 

 Child Care: Ester Salgado 

 
 

Church Staff  
 

ELECTED DEACONS AND SESSION OFFICERS 
 

Elders 

Class of 2021 

Marilyn Hoobyar 

Priscilla Peters 

Pat Wallace 

Michael Yonan 

 

Elders 

Class of 2022 

Robby Avilla 

Dan Hardesty 

Joey Reyes 

Adria Sanders 

 

Elders 

Class of 2023 

Michael Betts 

Donna Harrison 

Candace Peterson 

John Sims 

 

  
Deacons 

Class of 2021 

Susan England 

Valerie Keesey 

Lynn Posluch 

Darlene Runsten 

Cyndi Sims 

 

Deacons 

Class of 2022 

Lynnai Badal 

Lynette Betts 

Sheila Josh 

Mary Peterson 

Rebecca Staley 

 

Deacons 

Class of 2023 

Alison Aldax 

Barbara Hardesty 

Marlena Mizicko 

Jana Purdy 

Arabella Solhkhah 

 

Big enough to meet your needs…Small enough to know your name. 

mailto:fpcturlock@att.net
http://www.fpturlock.com/
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