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 newsLETTER 

 
A Message From 

Our Pastor’s Heart 

This may sound a bit obvious, but I just figured out recently that you all are really missing 

each other in a significant way.  Now the obvious thing is that we cannot shake hands 

and be close, we cannot worship together or sing hymns together. But my recent 

realization is more about what we had than what we do not have right now.  Pre 

pandemic we checked up on each other at least one time a week.  We would see each 

other walk into worship, smile at one another, shake hands and the like. We miss those 

things. But something much deeper was going on than the surface exchange of “how 

are you today?” “Fine, and you?”  Something deeper than the causal greetings was  

 
happening and now I see it clearly and miss it dearly. I am deeply concerned about its absence.  I think I will call it 

awareness.  The unspoken information we use to receive by social interaction spoke volumes to us about one another 

– for instance, if you walked into worship last year with a limp – we would inquire, “hey, what’s up with your leg?” 

and you might respond “I recently had my knee replaced.”  There is a lot of information in that exchange – and now 

we just don’t even see you limping.  How will we know about one another unless we find a way to share what is truly 

going on in our lives.  When we gathered for worship, we picked up thousands of subtle and silent clues about one 

another and those have just been shut down.  This is a very sad loss.  And it does not help that we are all in the same 

boat – because in a way we are all in the same body of water, but in different boats – and it is hard to pick up all the 

body language and expression and nuanced discussion we had on Sundays from such distance.  Yes, there are deeply 

theological dialogues to be engaged while we are not present with one another. The church un-gathered is not 

optimal – some would even argue that the church must gather to be the church.  I know that scripture is adamant – 

“Do not forsake the gathering of yourselves together.” (Heb 10:25) Why does the writer of the epistle of Hebrews 

say that? Simple, because we encourage one another.  We may all be going through the same pandemic, but the 

separation is depriving us of our life together.  Now I will move from lament – from “I MISS YOU PEOPLE!” to a plan. 

Call – write- email – send messages by carrier pigeon – can you text- get busy texting – Do you have a plane? 

Then sky write.  My friends, brothers and sisters in Christ – let us make August the month we melt the internet with  

 



 

Pastor’s Message Continued… 

 
our writers – phone callers and connecters.  Even as I write this our deacons are conspiring to make 

person to person contact the highest priority of our church.  And that is the right thing to do- Hey, you 

still get a sermon – one you can pause or if you are wicked, fast forward – you still get to sing – only in 

your living room – we are sharing communion and providing for much of what we identify as “what 

Christians do,” but we are not “reading” each other.  We are not able to simply walk into the same room 

and think – “oh, that one looks happy,” and “this one looks tired.”  The only way to capture our human 

connection while we wait this out is to capture our human connection while we wait this out. 

Would you do that for me? Would you do that for you? Would you do that for your church family?   

Please.  Make August the month you call, write, email, zoom, text another person at least one time every 

single day of the week including Sunday.  Let us be the best it is possible to be at touching one another 

at a distance. And if you will do that, you will find all this getting a bit easier to bear.   

Grace and Peace 

Pastor Craig 
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BIG WEDNESDAY MEALS ARE AT A RISE 
MORE THAN EVER! 

 One of Christ’s beloved call that rings truer more now than 

ever before in our church history is – “Feed my sheep!”  

Especially during this time of separation, isolation, and 

feeling a sense of detachment, we encourage you to JOIN 

in, stop by to pick up a tasty home cooked meal for your 

family, friends, neighbors and at the same time take 

advantage of the great opportunity to drop off some canned 

goods for the local food closets.  

 But even more than that, this is a chance to say hello, a chance to share 

a smile and an encouragement with one another.   

If you’re looking for that bit of connection with one another and our 

church, this is a great time to JOIN our drive-thru, every Wednesday 

evening between 5:30 pm and 6:30 pm, as hundred mini homecomings 

come to celebrate our connectedness, from car seat to the sidewalk, as 

friends and members of FPC come for their weekly to go meals.  

Thank YOU for your continued support! 
& 

See you on Wednesday! 
 

 



 

Prayers & Praises 

 

Ongoing Prayer Needs Key Code: 
P-Personal, F-Family, H-Health, S-Surgery, PG- Pregnancy, E-Employment, ST-Safe Travel, A-Adoption,  

SA-Salvation, M-Military 
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cause of racial equality and justice? Who were some others who were doing so, and 
what price did they pay? Some names to look up: Charles Morgan, Jr., lawyer/activist; 

the Rev. Ed King, minister/activist; Lillian Smith, author; P.D. East, journalist; Clarence 

Jordan, clergy and founder of Koinonia Farm; James W. Silver, academic and author; 
Juliette Hampton Morgan, Montgomery librarian and protester. 

• Can you blame prisoner Walter McMillian for refusing Stevenson’s help at first? What is 

it that he lacks that is essential in a fight against injustice? How is hope tied in with a 
person’s imagination? A good example would be the prophet Isaiah who graphically 

pictures a world of harmony in Isaiah 11:6-9. 

• What does Walter’s being placed on death row even before his conviction reveal about 
Alabama’s justice system? Although paying lip service to justice and equality, what 

instances of similar injustice have you heard about in northern cities? See such films as 

“Detroit,” “When They See Us,” “If Beale Street Could Talk,” “Queen” and “Slim.” 

• How did you feel when the court, despite all the evidence proving Walter McMillian 
could not have committed the crime, turned down his plea for a new trial? Does this 

help you understand why black rage erupts from time to time? 

• What does the tie-in with “To Kill a Mockingbird” contribute to the story? Compare the 
fictional Atticus Finch and the trial in the novel with the real-life Bryan Stevenson. 

• What does the inclusion of the case of Herbert Richardson add to the film? Given his 

mental condition, do you think he deserved his fate, even though he admitted his guilt? 
What does his execution say, if anything, about capital punishment? 

• What do you think of D.A. Tommy Chapman’s decision in the climactic trial? How does it 

bear out King’s insistence that nonviolent resisters should appeal to the conscience of 
the oppressor? 

• Where do we see faith as a part of the lives of some of the characters? How can it 

sustain us in fighting injustice? At what points in the story do you see God at work? 
• Many of those protesting the police murder of George Floyd speak of structural racism. 

What does this mean? How does this move beyond the 20th Century view that all we 

need is better education to eliminate racism? 
• How are some people trying to use the violence and lootings of the few to divert 

attention from the basic problem? What can we do about this? 
• What signs of hope do you see in news reports? For example, CNN published the story 

“Police officers are joining protesters for prayers and hugs in several US cities” with 

photos of friendly exchanges between the police and protesters. 
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Residents & Employees of Covenant 

Living & Turlock Nursing Rehab 

Residents 

 

 

Birthdays 
Aug 1  Steve Arakalian 

Aug 4  Christian McPherson 

Aug 11  Mabel Franklin 

Aug 16  Kathleen Gunn 

Aug 22  Michael Yonan, Jr. 

Aug 23  Elaine Grant 

Aug 26  Dale Neely 

 

 

  Anniversaries 
   Aug 2 Bob & Marilyn Brunton 

   Aug 4 Bob & Joanne Abraham 

   Aug 4 Don & Saralee Ulrich 

   Aug 4 David & Diane Arakalian 

   Aug 10 Dave & Lynn Posluch 

   Aug 29 Robert Traut & Umar Ghuman 

 

If we have missed 

your birthday or 

anniversary, please 

contact the  

church office. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Amos+5%3A24&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+11%3A6-9&version=NRSV
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/02/us/police-protesters-together/index.html


 

Announcements 

 

 

WELCOME TO THE WORLD OF ZOOM!! 
 

What a word! Who would’ve thought, let’s say 

five months ago that a word like that would 

soon rule our lives…a word like that would 

initiate how we interact with one another! Well, 

not only has it but we have come to rely on it 

for our meetings, our gatherings, our 

fellowship, Bible Studies, as well as our worship 

time! 
 

If you’d like to connect with the church family, 

either as a whole or in small groups, and wish to 

use the church’s account, kindly contact the 

church office and we will gladly help you get 

connected! 

Let’s not be without one another! We need 

each other NOW more than ever and let us not 

forget to….. 
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JULY 25TH ● 8LBS 9OZ 

MOM, DAD, & BIG BROTHER 

ARE VERY HAPPY! 

 

Zephyr Point Retreat 

October 9 – 11, 2020 

Cancelled Until Further Notice! 

Kindly Mark Your Calendars! 

We will update you as more information 

becomes available! 

 



 

Children & Youth Ministry 

 
On Wednesday September 6th, the Category 5 Irma, packing winds 

of 185 mph, tore through the northern Lesser Antilles and Virgin  

Islands, as well as Puerto Rico. PDA has been in constant  

communication with communities in its path. 
 

PDA has been in touch with the leadership of the Synod of 

Boriquen (Puerto Rico) and the Presbyteries of San Juan, Noroeste  

(Northwest) and Suroeste (Southwest) to share contact information and grant information. PDA is also in touch 

with the Florida Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Network (FLAPDAN), which is a mutually agreed upon 

partnership between six presbyteries in Florida. This is a unique platform in which PDA can relate to all six 

presbyteries at once for disaster situational awareness. 
 

Gifts can be designated to DR000194-Irma. 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-

harvey/ 
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This special annual offering is used to provide assistance in 

two areas. 1) For retired and active church workers in need 

(through programs of the Presbyterian Board of Pensions), 

and 2) for needy students at the Presbyterian racial ethnic 

schools and colleges.  Join us in giving on this special 

occasion to help with those in need within our denomination 

on December 17th. 

 

 

 

 

 

This is our last month for “Hide it in Your 

Heart” 2020! 

 

Let’s do a movie about Abraham's descendants 

as we learn what God's sovereignty is all 

about. 

What do the words omnipotence, omniscience, 

and omnipresence have in common and how do 

they relate to God? 
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    “So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and  

            peace to  those who were near.” —Ephesians 2:14-17 

The letter to the Ephesians tells us that Jesus came to proclaim a  

peace that is universal. While the earthly ministry of Jesus was in a 

specific age and place, the peace he shared is limited by neither time 

nor geography. As followers of Christ, our call to witness/work for  

peace begins in our own neighborhoods and extends to the ends of  

the earth. This Offering exists to support the holistic and wide- 

ranging witness of the whole church. For generations, and to the ends 

of the earth, Presbyterians have borne witness to Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace. 
 

A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the church to promote the Peace of Christ by 

addressing systems of injustice across the world. Individual congregations are encouraged to utilize 

up to 25% of this Offering to connect with the global witness of Christ's peace. Mid councils retain 

an additional 25% for ministries of peace and reconciliation. The remaining 50% is used by the 

Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our 

own, through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness. 
  
 

on Sunday, December 3rd in Voight Hall after both services.  This year we 
will be featuring the following organizations to help support: Calvin Crest, 
Presbyterian Mission Agency, Heifer International, Short –Term Missions, 
Turlock Gospel Mission, Christmas Gifts for Kids, two organizations to help 
stop human trafficking and SERRV International.  You can donate a gift of 
love directly or in a loved one’s name.  Gifts purchased from any of these 
ministries convey the true spirit of Christmas. They’re unique and special 
gifts that honor the recipient’s while they help the ministries to continue 
their life-supporting work. 

 
 
 
 
 

There are four easy steps to support this alternative Christmas gift-giving event: 
1)  Make a list of the family members, friends, neighbors or colleagues you wish to honor with a donation. 
2)  Choose gifts from your shopping menu and indicate each mission project you will “buy” and 
information about projects will be available at each mission table. 
3)  Complete your purchase by giving your donation to the cashier (cash or check payable to “First 
Presbyterian Church”) along with a copy of your completed menu.  All donations will be forwarded to the 
mission project of your choice. 
4)  Alternative giving cards for the one(s) you are honoring at this Christmas celebration. Special cards will 
be available at each mission table display and from the cashier. 

 

If you are unable to attend the Mission Faire but would like to participate, please send a check to the office and 
indicate the specific mission and gift amounts to share. 
  

 

Sunday and Wednesday lessons continue 

to be online with activity packets delivered 

on Saturdays. 

 

 

We’re excited to announce Our Youth 
Ministry is starting on a new devotional 

book/video series this fall on Zoom, 
 “The Gospel according to Pixar”. 

Join us on this great new adventure  
with Pixar… 

Every Wednesday night at 6:45 pm. 
Please contact Stephanie Anderson 

for more details. 

https://www.flapdan.org/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-harvey/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-harvey/
https://www.flapdan.org/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-harvey/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-harvey/
https://www.flapdan.org/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-harvey/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-harvey/


 

Mission Ministry 

 
Carmen (56) and Agusto (63) have one son and four grandchildren living with them. The 

grandchildren are in their care, because their daughter abandoned them. Agusto is the only one in 

the house with a job, and he works in the fields three to four days a week when he can find it, making 

approximately $20 a week.  

When we met Carmen and Agusto, the family's house was in terrible conditions: built of old boards, 

plastic, tarp, and rusty sheet metal with a dirt floor. They are very thankful for their new home that 

Bethel was able to build for them, along with homes for three other families this month. These 

families were scheduled to receive their homes early in the year, but because of COVID restrictions 

we were delayed until now. We are thankful the government has now given special permission to 

Bethel and other ministries to continue working. We also praise God for a container of food that was 

recently released from customs; sent down by friends like you who care! This will go a long way to 

helping the desperate need that people are suffering right now. 

 

Blessings, 

 
Ben, Emily, and Lily Mooney 
Bethel Ministries International 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Page 6 of 12 

Helping Feed Those in Need 
Hunger is a serious challenge, even as our attention is focused on the health crisis at hand, and in many 

ways, it may get worse. What can we do to ensure that the virus that has brought so much of daily life to 

a grinding halt does not do the same to our work to end hunger? 

Donate (But Ask First!):  Now is a critical time to accompany local feeding programs and ministries.  If 

you are able to support a local pantry or feeding ministry, please do so. But before you drop off a 

donation, call them first! Managing donations takes a lot of volunteer time, which many ministries and 

programs may not have right now. Others may have specific needs, depending on their community. Try 

to reach out first, before choosing how to provide the best support. 

Give:  These are going to be trying times for anti-hunger work for a very long time. If you have the 

means, prayerfully consider supporting local hunger ministries by donating online, if the option is 

available. You can also continue to support the work of domestic and international ministries of the 

Presbyterian Hunger Program by visiting presbyterianmission.org/donate/H999999. With churches closed 

and offering plates not being passed, it can be easy to forget how much our local, national and international 

ministries depend on the regular financial support. 

FPC Food Donations:  Remember you can drop off food donations on Wednesday at the church during 

the drive-through meal. 

Missions Committee 
 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/donate/H999999/
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FOR IT IS IN GIVING 

THAT WE RECEIVE 
 

Giving to First Presbyterian Church of Turlock has 

been getting easier and more flexible! Not only 

can you mail or drop off your cash/check, but you 

can also give online thru the church website by 

clicking the “Online Giving” tab and follow the 

easy instructions. You can also download the  

QR Reader App on your 

phone and simply by 

clicking on the image to the  

right, you can give to the 

various FPC ministries.  

 
We thank you all for your continued support! 

 

 

Income & Expense Year to Date 

Ending April 30, 2020 
 

YTD Income: 

Contributions         $90,158.57 

Other Income        $16,403.29 

Interest         $112.23 

Total Income        $106,674.09 
 

YTD Total Expenses        $117,235.40 

      Income / Expense Difference    ($10,561.31) 
 

Church Funds: 

Unrestricted Funds       $119,326.43 

Restricted Funds       $51,241.05 

Total Funds        $170,567.48 

 

FINANCE UPDATE 
 

Income & Expense Year to Date 

Ending June 30, 2020 
 

YTD Income: 

Contributions         $134,817.36 

Other Income        $  24,914.29 

Interest         $       190.05 

Total Income        $159,921.70 
 

YTD Total Expenses        $183,350.14 

      Income / Expense Difference   ($  23,428.44) 
 

Cash Assets: 

Unrestricted        $106,254.95 

Restricted        $60,669.64 

Total assets        $166,924.59 

 

Session last met on July 20, 2020 utilizing 

the Zoom online meeting platform.  
 

Session spent considerable time reviewing 

the budget. We will have a special Session 

meeting to discuss the vision and ministries 

of FPC, how FPC will be a church in the 

world through the end of the year and 

applying the budget accordingly. Please 

keep your elders in your thoughts and  

 

 

prayers as we face this task. Please know that you are all in our prayers. We miss face-to-face worship. I 

encourage you to attend Zoom Fellowship on Sunday mornings at 11 am (Go to www.fpcturlock.com for the 

link). It is great to see faces, smiles, and how long everyone’s hair has grown. It will bring a smile to your face 

too! 
 

In service, 
 

Pat Wallace 

Clerk of Session  
 

 

 

http://www.fpcturlock.com/
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 Helen Wisler 

1920 - 2020 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 

shall see God.” ~ Matthew 5:8 

Helen Jane Boyes was born November 23, 1920, in Boise, ID, the only child of 

Smith Earle Boyes and Helen Ketchen Boyes. Her entire childhood and education 

were spent in Caldwell, ID. After graduating from the College of Idaho with a 

degree in music, she taught primary grades in Cambridge, ID, at Cole School 

outside of Boise, ID, and in Ft. Leonard Wood, MO. She soon married the love of 

her life, Gene C. Wisler, a fellow music student, on August 20, 1944. Following 

Gene’s path employment, they resided at various places around the country until 

they finally settled in Turlock in 1963. It was then that both Helen and Gene joined 

First Presbyterian Church and Helen quickly became involved in Presbyterian 

Women Bible Study as well as the PW Elness Birthday Gatherings, served with 

exceptional dedication as Recording Clerk and Clerk of Session from 1994 - 2010, 

volunteered endless hours at Daily Bread Ministries, and was the recorder of 

congregational offerings as well as maintaining the title Award Winning Fudge 

Baker at FPC Bake Sale for many, many years. Helen was also an avid SF 49er fan, 

and of course let us not forget her love for a quick game of Bridge!!  

 

 

 

“Helen will forever live in our 

hearts!” ~ FPC 

“I knew Helen for over 50 years and always enjoyed chatting with her at various 
functions and on Sunday mornings when she faithfully occupied the back pew. Over the 
years she quietly volunteered for many tasks at First Pres. Helen had beautiful handwriting and she used that talent to write and 
send the thank you cards acknowledging memorial gifts to the church. I shall miss her smile and thoughtfulness.”  ~ Lois Marsh 

Helen Wisler; Loving wife and Devoted 
Mother of two, Grandmother of five; and 
Great-Grandmother of thirteen. 

 

“Helen was always a quiet presence, a lady and concerned about the well-being and needs of others. She was forever a friend. I 
shall miss her.”  ~ Irene Lanchester 

“When I think of Helen, I recall her calm, quiet and caring demeanor. Not one ever to call attention to herself, she quietly went about 
getting things done. To the church, she contributed in many ways over the years. Two areas where I recall her service are her many 
years of counting the Sunday contributions, and her long service as recording clerk for Session. Helen used her trusty manual 
typewriter to record the actions of Session. One day, one of us asked her if she had ever considered using a computer. With a 
chuckle, she responded that she had just gotten a new ribbon for her typewriter, and she thought that was quite a leap! Helen was 
a good driver and enjoyed driving. She and another church member, Lyla Swan, took a driving trip to the upper Midwest.  Helen was 
the driver, Lyla the navigator. I can just envision them as they traveled the roads on their trip.  Some may recall Helen’s license 
plate—“FINE2NR”. That, of course, was a reflection of her musical background and interest. For years, I loved seeing the FINE2NR 
make its rounds about town, quietly saying to myself, “there goes Helen!” Helen’s kindness is another quality I recall. She was always 
interested in others and what they were doing. I don’t think I ever heard a harsh word come from Helen.  ~ Priscilla Peters 

 
“Helen and I used to put out the church newsletter every month together. We would fold, staple the copies, load up the 
addressograph machine with address plates for everyone on the emailing list, and run the newsletters through the machines. And 
Helen would then take them to the post office for mailing. I remember our regular Saturday breakfast dates with Irene, and 
sometimes others joined in. (Candace remembers Mava Sapp and Elsie Davis being part of the group). We’d usually go to Opus 
(later Henry’s), sometimes A.J.’s, or the Waffle House on West Main Street. Our orders were always so predictable, I could usually 
order for everybody without them there. Helen always hosted our regular game night of Rummikub at her house. She was always 
ready for a game and enjoyed having people over. I remember Helen fondly as one who enjoyed sending cards out on behalf of 
PW to those in need of prayers. She also counted our weekly offerings after service, take it to the bank for deposit and no one ever 
questioned her integrity.”  ~ Polly Peterson 



 

P.W. Ministry 
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Launched in 1922 to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the Women’s Auxiliary in the Presbyterian 

Church in the U.S., the PW Birthday Offering celebrates Presbyterian women’s history of giving.  

Now the Birthday Offering is an annual tradition, and has funded more than 200 mission projects that 

touch the lives of women and children.  Please send your donation to our Treasurer, Elaine Neely.  

The funds we collect are added to those of other PW groups to help fund 4 mission projects, like the 

ones selected for 2020:   

  $75,000 - Liberty Community Church in Minneapolis, Minnesota, the first and only 

African American-led Presbyterian congregation in Minnesota. The Northside Healing Space, part of 

the church, is a community-driven “healing homeplace” providing supportive housing, workforce 

development, access to healthy food, K-12 school initiatives, and care for survivors of trauma and 

commercial sexual exploitation.  The offering grant will help renovate their historic building and 

expand programming based on the expressed needs of the community.       

www.libertychurchmpls.org     

$75,000 – Community Presbyterian Child Learning Center - Established in 1979, the 

center provides day care and prekindergarten programs for children in Payson, Arizona; the Tonto 

Apache Tribe; and neighboring communities.  The center currently uses two historic buildings and a 

modular structure that is small and not well-suited for child care.  This grant will help build a modern 

facility that will increase the number of children served, and provide infant care that is currently not 

available in Payson.   www.cpcpayson.org         

$135,000 - GAP Ministries of Augusta, Georgia – For 40 years GAP Ministries has served a 

community on the margins of society, helping with food, clothing, toiletries, prescription assistance, 

photo IDs and storage bins for homeless persons.  By renovating the second floor of their historic 

church building and adding an elevator GAP can address other needs such as a Saturday service for 

the working poor, expanded health assistance, and meeting spaces for partner ministries.  

www.gapministriesaugusta.org    

$100,000 - Center for Social Assistance to the Disabled, Family, and Children 

PREOBRAZHENIYE Assisted Living Facility in Davydovo, Russia – Facilities for adults with 

disabilities are state nursing homes that are inadequate to meet the spiritual and emotional needs of 

their patients.  The goal is to create a Christian model of housing and community.  The offering grant 

will help construct a new home that provides suitable living conditions, constant medical support, and 

an environment in which the residents can realize their rights to freedom of religion and work.     

www.davydovo-hram.ru/osobye-lyudi 

Contact person - Vivien Huntley.        

 

PRESBTERIAN WOMEN MINISTRY 

 

 

mailto:Thegaffruns@sbcglobal.net
http://www.libertychurchmpls.org/
http://www.cpcpayson.org/
http://www.gapministriesaugusta.org/
http://www.davydovo-hram.ru/osobye-lyudi


 

Adult & Music Ministries 

 
For the last two Sundays, we had about 
16-20 individuals coming together on 
zoom as we discussed the recent movie 
Just Mercy. A true story of an attorney 
Bryan Stevenson, who worked to 
exonerate Walter McMillian, a black 
man wrongly convicted of murder in 
1980’s Alabama. There was plenty of 
meat for discussion, from both public 
policy and Christian viewpoints.   
We’d like to continue our discussions, 
as we invite you to watch, I Am Not 
Your Negro streamed through Hulu 
and Netflix on your own time. Then 
join us for an interactive zoom 
discussion on August 23rd at 6 pm as we 
gather to talk about 
how this movie relates to  
to today’s structural  
racism. 
Look for a zoom invite 
in your e-mails. 
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♫♪ Notes from the Music Room   ♫♪ 

 
In the time before Christ (several hundred years), 

Israel was conquered and many of the Israelites were 

sent to Babylon in exile, away from their home in 

Israel, and away from Jerusalem, and the Temple.  

Can we not identify with the exiled Israelites during 

this Covid-19 crisis?  It almost feels like exile when we 

are so strongly advised to stay at home, not travel to 

our usual places of business, not see our friends and 

family, and particularly NOT GO TO CHURCH! 

The Bible has described the sorrow of the Israelites in 

the following verse:  

By the waters of Babylon, there we sat down and wept 

when we remembered Zion (Jerusalem).   

Psalm 137:1 RSV 
 

And we sit down and weep when we remember the joy 

we once shared when we gathered together in 

worship!  But all was not lost for the Israelites.  

Jeremiah wrote to those in Babylon, saying  

“Thus says the Lord, ‘You will call upon me and pray 

to me, and I will hear you.  You will seek me and find 

me.’”  Jeremiah 29.12-13 

 

 

And that is God’s Word to us today!  Do not give up 

hope!  God is present with us!  God Loves us and wants 

our love in return!  God wants us to keep praying, so 

that we can hear divine words of wisdom and comfort in 

reply! 

And I am sure that God wants to “ our voices lifted in 

joyful song!  Composers through the ages have been 

inspired to write music in praise of God.  SO – we are 

hard at work to find new ways to make music that has 

helped us worship God. And that is where all of you 

come in! 

If you: 
Have been a part of our music program in any 
way in the past 

 Have wanted to be involved in our music 
program  
 Know of others who might like to make music 
with us. 
 

PLEASE let me know your name, phone number, and 

instrument you play! 

Rev. Wendy Warner 
Director of Music 

Revwendywarner@sbcglobal.net 

 

We are featuring a six-part zoom series sure to be enjoyable for the entire 

family! Our own Richard Brown will give us a deeper look thru his lens into the 

lives of different birds, butterflies, mammals, and even a better appreciation 

for wildflowers. JOIN us on August 2nd & 9th at 6 pm for our first & second 

series, “Zoom Birds”, meet and listen to our owls and await many surprises. 

mailto:Revwendywarner@sbcglobal.net


 

Buildings & Grounds News 
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The Deacons met on November 5, 2018 
 

➢ Thank you to the congregation for 

responding to our request for donations. 

➢ The deacons have hosted ten memorial 

service luncheons this year. 

➢ The deacons provided refreshments during 

the Lifetouch portrait sessions and 

collected worship service information to 

match deacons with congregates. 

➢ We will deliver poinsettias in December and 

bring cheer to those in our flock who are 

inbound. 

➢  

Faithfully submitted, 

Russell Limprecht, Moderator 
 

 

The Deacons Team met on Monday, February 18, 2019. 
 

• A continued thank you to the congregation for 

supporting the Deacon Fund. 

• We welcomed our new Deacons, Valerie 

Keesey, Susan England, Lynn Posluch, and Pat 

Rubalcava, Cyndi Sims, and thanked our 

outstanding retiring Deacons, Betty Brugger, 

This is often referred to as the 'summer slide' or 'summer learning loss' 

Students who read over the summer can gain a month of proficiency in reading 

 

This is The Learning Zone’s third year of offering our Summer Reading Program                                             

and we are looking for tutors to work with students during this five-week program.                  

This a great way to get involved in our tutoring program and to                                                       

give back to the children within our community.  

 

For more information about becoming a tutor or enrolling your child                                     

contact Meredith at 209-552-6840 or thelearningzonefpc@gmail.com 

Mulberry Limb  

Into The Chipper   

HIS Tree Service chopped and  
chipped the downed Mulberry  
limb in the picnic grounds. As  
part of their regular  
maintenance for FPC, the  
workers also removed low  
branches on our big tree by the  
sanctuary. This raised the  
canopy for folks walking under  
the tree and it will help prevent  
branches from falling on  
vehicles in the parking lot. 

B&G Photo Gallery  

For FPC Zoomers  

Have you been home so long you  
can’t visualize FPC’s buildings and  
grounds? Jog your memory and  
Zoom background with images from  
B&G. These photos will be available  
at www.fpturlock.com. B&G will  
add more photos in the future. 
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First Presbyterian Church 

2619 N. Berkeley Avenue 

Turlock, CA 95382 

Phone # (209) 632-2324 

E-mail: fpcturlock@att.net  
Website: www.fpturlock.com 

Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/firstpresbyterianchurch 

 

 

 

 Pastor: Rev. Dr. Craig Wright 

 Parish Associate: Rev. Wendy Warner 

 Children Ministry Director: Marcy Wright 

 Youth Ministry Director: Stephanie Anderson 

 Tutoring Ministry Director: Meredith Lawrence 

 Director of Music: Rev. Wendy Warner 

 Administrative Assistant: Polet Yonan 

 Bookkeeper: Russell Limprecht 

 Accompanist: Dr. Wayne Kidwell 

 Organist: Barbara Bort 

 Child Care: Ester Salgado 

 
 

Church Staff  
 

ELECTED DEACONS AND SESSION OFFICERS 
 

Elders 

Class of 2020 

Glenda Jameson 

Candace Peterson 

John Sims 

Martin Purdy 

 

Elders 

Class of 2021 

Marilyn Hoobyar 

Priscilla Peters 

Pat Wallace 

Michael Yonan 

 

Elders 

Class of 2022 

Robby Avilla 

Dan Hardesty 

Joey Reyes 

Adria Sanders 

 
 

Deacons 

Class of 2020 

Diane Arakelian 

Bill Bishop 

Vivian Huntley 

Kathy Mendonca 

 

Deacons 

Class of 2021 

Susan England 

Valerie Keesey 

Lynn Posluch 

Darlene Runsten 

Cyndi Sims 

 

Deacons 

Class of 2022 

Lynnai Badal 

Lynette Betts 

Sheila Josh 

Mary Peterson 

Rebecca Staley 

 

mailto:fpcturlock@att.net
http://www.fpturlock.com/
http://www.facebook.com/firstpresbyterianchurch

