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    A Message From 

       Our Pastor’s Heart 

 

 

 

New Year’s Greetings Church Family, 

This is a hard article to write because there is simply too much ground to cover – looking back on 

2020 as we do on every past year is particularly sad.  I have set about to list all the devastating events 

of 2020 a few times and each time I realize I forgot to add an event that was also devastating. I 

cannot tell you how many times I said, “all this and a pandemic too.” That is where we are. Our 

virtual holiday gatherings felt more like a Costco tasting than a meal, tasty but not enough. This 

 
 

next year promises a cure, a literal and emotional shot in the arm, even as the virus mutates. Hope is good in good times. Hope 

is oxygen in years like the last.   

I took a look at last year’s January article and giggled out loud. Not a joyful giggle, more of a cynical one. I looked forward to 

2020 because the numbers themselves are associated with good vision. We often use the phrase, ‘2020 vision’ to express clarity 

on things other than sight. We might say, “that rear-end collision gave me 2020 vision on why seat belts are so important.” 

Last year brought some 2020 vision, to be sure. We all realized straight away how important in-person worship was. We 

realized how important in-person everything was. The clarity we now have of how important we are to one another might just 

be one of the more significant life lessons we will take from this pandemic year. We have seen way too many eyes and not 

enough smiles to brighten up our souls. There is, however, an occasional facemask out there with a big painted smile on it. 

(points for people trying!) 

The blessings of Zoom  are obvious, but Zoom is two dimensional, even with the green screen of some exotic place behind 

you it is distant at best.  On Zoom we hear one another’s voices, we see one another’s faces, but we miss the dimension of 

depth. We need that depth and 2021 will bring it back. That is my hope. The new year will bring hugs and handshakes and 

hopefully people sitting in what used to be your pew. (haha) This next year will give us ‘normal’ back, but I pray we do not 

settle for normal. I pray we hold tenaciously, with holy hands, the precious realization that we simply must be together. 

Together in pews, around tables, and every other way we can, as sisters and brothers in Christ, as often as we can. When we 

look back at 2020 with '2020 vision,' I hope we recall how horrible it was to be apart for so long and make our gatherings 

intentional, frequent, and inviting.  

Reunion. That is the word for next year. It is a word filled with love, with joy, and favorite potluck dishes.  Reunion speaks of 

connection lost and joyfully reestablished. That which was lost has been found. To be sure, a reunion is a primary gospel 

image. For the reunion, like that expressed by Christ in his parable of the prodigal son, is in fact salvation. My friends, a 

vaccine may save your body, but a coming together in reunion as the body of Christ will also bring something like salvation 

to your soul. The dark night of 2020 will pass as this new year brings a promised reunion – I for one cannot wait to stand by 

the front door of the sanctuary, shake your hands, hug your necks, and experience the joyful reunion of our particularly 

wonderful church family.  I cannot wait to see the three dimensional you - pandemic weight and all.  

Here’s to hopes and prayers for in-person worship in 2021.  

Here’s to blessed reunions! 

Pastor Craig 
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Our business will include the election of officers, evaluation and review of our 
finances and celebrating the achievements of all our ministries in 2020! We 
will also take a vote on the Terms of Pastoral call as well as look forward to 

the 2021 budget and electing a nominating committee for 2021. 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

Listen to the stories (parables) of Jesus and 

learn their meaning on Sunday mornings. 

What was He trying to tell us?  

Big Wednesdays learn the Lord's Prayer while 

exploring different ways of communicating. 

Morse Code anyone? 

 



 

Prayers & Praises 

 

Ongoing Prayer Needs Key Code: 
P-Personal, F-Family, H-Health, S-Surgery, PG- Pregnancy, E-Employment, ST-Safe Travel, A-Adoption,  

SA-Salvation, M-Military 
 

Birthdays   Anniversaries 

Jan 1 Betty Brugger  Jan 16 John & Cyndi Sims  

Jan 6 Bob Brunton 

Jan 7 Heather Gordon 

Jan 9 Umar Ghuman 

Jan 11 Noelle Hazelton 

Jan 18 Lorna Schmidt    

Jan 21 Pat Wallace 

Jan 24 Cyndi Sims  

Jan 31 Martin Purdy 
\ 
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cause of racial equality and justice? Who were some others who were doing so, and 
what price did they pay? Some names to look up: Charles Morgan, Jr., lawyer/activist; 

the Rev. Ed King, minister/activist; Lillian Smith, author; P.D. East, journalist; Clarence 

Jordan, clergy and founder of Koinonia Farm; James W. Silver, academic and author; 
Juliette Hampton Morgan, Montgomery librarian and protester. 

• Can you blame prisoner Walter McMillian for refusing Stevenson’s help at first? What is 

it that he lacks that is essential in a fight against injustice? How is hope tied in with a 
person’s imagination? A good example would be the prophet Isaiah who graphically 

pictures a world of harmony in Isaiah 11:6-9. 

• What does Walter’s being placed on death row even before his conviction reveal about 
Alabama’s justice system? Although paying lip service to justice and equality, what 

instances of similar injustice have you heard about in northern cities? See such films as 

“Detroit,” “When They See Us,” “If Beale Street Could Talk,” “Queen” and “Slim.” 

• How did you feel when the court, despite all the evidence proving Walter McMillian 
could not have committed the crime, turned down his plea for a new trial? Does this 

help you understand why black rage erupts from time to time? 

• What does the tie-in with “To Kill a Mockingbird” contribute to the story? Compare the 
fictional Atticus Finch and the trial in the novel with the real-life Bryan Stevenson. 

• What does the inclusion of the case of Herbert Richardson add to the film? Given his 

mental condition, do you think he deserved his fate, even though he admitted his guilt? 
What does his execution say, if anything, about capital punishment? 

• What do you think of D.A. Tommy Chapman’s decision in the climactic trial? How does it 

bear out King’s insistence that nonviolent resisters should appeal to the conscience of 
the oppressor? 

• Where do we see faith as a part of the lives of some of the characters? How can it 

sustain us in fighting injustice? At what points in the story do you see God at work? 
• Many of those protesting the police murder of George Floyd speak of structural racism. 

What does this mean? How does this move beyond the 20th Century view that all we 

need is better education to eliminate racism? 
• How are some people trying to use the violence and lootings of the few to divert 

attention from the basic problem? What can we do about this? 
• What signs of hope do you see in news reports? For example, CNN published the story 

“Police officers are joining protesters for prayers and hugs in several US cities” with 

photos of friendly exchanges between the police and protesters. 

 

 

Beck, Veronika (H) 

Brugger, Betty (H) 

Bob Brunton (H) 

Drescher, Helen (H) 

England, Robert (H) 

Lansing, Del (H) 

Neely Family (H) 

Peterson, Mark (H) 

Purdy, Norman & Colleen (H) 

Reeves, Jean (H) 

Runsten, Tricia (Darlene’s Daughter) (H) 

Sargis, Mabel (H) 

Smith, Betty (H) 

Springer, Paul (H) 

 

 

 

 

Residents & Employees of Covenant 

Living & Turlock Nursing Rehab  

If we have missed your 

birthday or anniversary, 

please contact the  

church office. 

 

THANK YOU FROM THE SPRINGERS… 
 

This is a much belated note of gratitude and thanks to the 
marvelous cooks and contributors to the food we received during 
my illness. Your love and support to our well-being will be 
remembered as one of the great nurturing characteristics of this 
church family.  ~  In Christ’s name, Paul and Susan Springer 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Amos+5%3A24&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+11%3A6-9&version=NRSV
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/02/us/police-protesters-together/index.html


 

Missions Ministry 

 
     FPC Annual Virtual Mission Faire 

The Mission Committee wishes to thank everyone who donated to this years’ virtual Mission Faire. The Mission Faire 

raised just over four thousand dollars for the following organizations: Heifer International, Short –Term Missions, 

Guatemala Missionaries-Ben & Emily Mooney, Turlock Gospel Mission, FPC youth programs, Gifts for Kids to whom 

we provided 15 children with Christmas presents and blankets. Even though we had to do a virtual Mission Faire, the 

generosity to help those less fortunate both near and far during this special time of year was truly incredible. We are 

grateful that this year’s donations were about equal to previous years when we have gathered in Voight Hall.   
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Reverse Advent Calendar 
Our first reverse advent calendar to provide food to the needy 

in our community was a big success. FPC youth and Mission 

Committee along with lots of help and announcements from 

Pastor Craig were able to deliver a van load of food to 

Turlock’s Salvation Army food pantry. The food was 

scheduled to be delivered to United Samaritans, but due to a 

COVID outbreak United Samaritans had to temporarily close, 

but Turlock’s Salvation Army food pantry was desperately low 

and all the food was greatly appreciated.    

 

 

GUATEMALA SHORT-TERM 

MISSION 

INTERESTED? CONTACT MARCY WRIGHT 

FOR MORE INFORMATION. 

Presbyterian Peace and  

Global Witness Offering 
 

Presbyterian Peace and Global Witness Offering is one of four 

special offerings each year. 25% of the offering is kept by our 

congregation to connect with the global witness of Christ’s 

peace. FPC donated $337.50 to United Samaritan daily food 

truck ministry.  

 



 

P.W. & Music Ministries 

 On Wednesday September 6th, the Category 5 Irma, packing winds 

of 185 mph, tore through the northern Lesser Antilles and Virgin  

Islands, as well as Puerto Rico. PDA has been in constant  

communication with communities in its path. 
 

PDA has been in touch with the leadership of the Synod of 

Boriquen (Puerto Rico) and the Presbyteries of San Juan, Noroeste  

(Northwest) and Suroeste (Southwest) to share contact information and grant information. PDA is also in touch 

with the Florida Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Network (FLAPDAN), which is a mutually agreed upon 

partnership between six presbyteries in Florida. This is a unique platform in which PDA can relate to all six 

presbyteries at once for disaster situational awareness. 
 

Gifts can be designated to DR000194-Irma. 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-

harvey/ 
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This special annual offering is used to provide assistance in 

two areas. 1) For retired and active church workers in need 

(through programs of the Presbyterian Board of Pensions), 

and 2) for needy students at the Presbyterian racial ethnic 

schools and colleges.  Join us in giving on this special 

occasion to help with those in need within our denomination 

on December 17th. 
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    “So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and  

            peace to  those who were near.” —Ephesians 2:14-17 

The letter to the Ephesians tells us that Jesus came to proclaim a  

peace that is universal. While the earthly ministry of Jesus was in a 

specific age and place, the peace he shared is limited by neither time 

nor geography. As followers of Christ, our call to witness/work for  

peace begins in our own neighborhoods and extends to the ends of  

the earth. This Offering exists to support the holistic and wide- 

ranging witness of the whole church. For generations, and to the ends 

of the earth, Presbyterians have borne witness to Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace. 
 

A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the church to promote the Peace of Christ by 

addressing systems of injustice across the world. Individual congregations are encouraged to utilize 

up to 25% of this Offering to connect with the global witness of Christ's peace. Mid councils retain 

an additional 25% for ministries of peace and reconciliation. The remaining 50% is used by the 

Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our 

own, through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness. 
  
 

on Sunday, December 3rd in Voight Hall after both services.  This year we 
will be featuring the following organizations to help support: Calvin Crest, 
Presbyterian Mission Agency, Heifer International, Short –Term Missions, 
Turlock Gospel Mission, Christmas Gifts for Kids, two organizations to help 
stop human trafficking and SERRV International.  You can donate a gift of 
love directly or in a loved one’s name.  Gifts purchased from any of these 
ministries convey the true spirit of Christmas. They’re unique and special 
gifts that honor the recipient’s while they help the ministries to continue 
their life-supporting work. 

 
 
 
 
 

There are four easy steps to support this alternative Christmas gift-giving event: 
1)  Make a list of the family members, friends, neighbors or colleagues you wish to honor with a donation. 
2)  Choose gifts from your shopping menu and indicate each mission project you will “buy” and 
information about projects will be available at each mission table. 
3)  Complete your purchase by giving your donation to the cashier (cash or check payable to “First 
Presbyterian Church”) along with a copy of your completed menu.  All donations will be forwarded to the 
mission project of your choice. 
4)  Alternative giving cards for the one(s) you are honoring at this Christmas celebration. Special cards will 
be available at each mission table display and from the cashier. 

 

If you are unable to attend the Mission Faire but would like to participate, please send a check to the office and 
indicate the specific mission and gift amounts to share. 
  

 

 

Wednesday, January 20th at 3:15 p.m. on Zoom - PW 2020-2021 PW/Horizons Bible Study:  

INTO THE LIGHT Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament by P. Lynn Miller. All women of the 

church are welcome to attend. This month, we will be on Lesson 4, which is entitled “Lamenting Death”. 

The main scripture is taken from the Gospel of John, chapter 11, verses 28 - 37. The main idea is that the 

death of someone we love is an occasion for lament. In this lesson, we learn that mourning and lamenting 

have sorrow, suffering, and grief in common. But we are asked to think of the common elements of lament: 

God is addressed; The grievance is described; A statement of faith is made; There is a call for God to act; 

and an assurance of being heard is made. The central theme of the INTO THE LIGHT Bible study is that 

through faith we are connected one to another.  “Lament gives us common ground”.  Contact Candace 

Peterson, Bible Study facilitator, by e-mail for further information, for a copy of an individual lesson, or to 

get the Zoom invitation for the January meeting.   
 

Even during the pandemic, we were able to collect a total of $270.00 in donations to support both 

the Birthday and Thank Offerings.  The funds we collect are added to those of other PW groups to help fund 

projects, such as Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and Synod theological female students. If you still like to 

donate, please send your donation to our Treasurer, Elaine Neely.      Contact person – Vivien Huntley 

 

 

PRESBTERIAN WOMEN MINISTRY 

 

 

Sing praise to God who reigns above 

The God of all Creation! 
 

For some reason this tune has kept running through my head for most of 2020.  I guess I just want 

to affirm the truth of this statement – for our God IS the God of ALL Creation!  Our Bell Ringers 

have been playing to the glory of God and our instrumentalists have been attesting to this truth as 

well!   
 

So in these days – when Covid Fatigue begins to get us down (yes – it is a REAL thing!), I challenge 

you to make a list of your favorite hymns.  Write them down – and then sing one a day!  Who cares 

if you forget some of the words – that is not important!  You will remember them later!  Our God, 

the God of ALL creations, just wants to hear you SING!!!  Sing your praises to God! 
 

Or if it is not raining (or too foggy to see across the street!) listen for the chatter of the birds talking 

to us!  Rich Brown has introduced us to so many of God’s delightful, winged playmates this year!  

And each has a special song to brighten our days!  Listen … And sing back! 
 

Music is all around us – every day!  Let God fill our hearts and minds with Holy Joy every day!  

Perhaps even write God and love letter each day with a Thank You for all the blessings of that day!   
 

Thank you, Lord, for your presence during each day of our lives!  Thank you for your Hope, and 

your Peace, and your Joy, and mostly for your Love!  Amen. 
 

Rev. Wendy Warner, Director of Music 

 

 

♫♪ Notes from the Music Room   ♫♪ 

 

https://www.flapdan.org/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-harvey/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-harvey/
https://www.flapdan.org/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-harvey/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-harvey/
https://www.flapdan.org/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-harvey/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/texas-church-shows-resilience-among-members-following-hurricane-harvey/


 

Guatemala Mission 2020 

 

Elva Marina Chan Ordoñez 

Elva Marina Chan Ordoñez (51) lives in Tecpan with her six 

children and husband. She is the is sole provider for her family 

since her husband is an alcoholic and does not take care of his 

family. Elva makes weavings to sell and also works in the fields 

when she can find it. Neither job is stable. The family was living in 

a very deteriorated home that did not keep out the cold or the rain, 

but the Elva couldn’t even afford to cover daily expenses, let alone 

build a new house.  

 
 

Thanks to First Presbyterian Church of Turlock, Elva and her family have a new, 

safe and warm home to live in. This is a huge joy and blessing for each member  

of the family. As soon as Elva walked into her new home, she was overwhelmed 

with joy and gratitude for the help that was given to her and her family. Thank you 

for blessing this family in such a huge way!  

 

 

Josefa Imul de León 

Josefa Imul de León is 45 and a widow. She lives in El Tejar, 

Chimaltenango and works as a house keeper for other 

people. She has one daughter, Ashli Madeline (14). Since the 

death of her husband, Josefa has been working very hard to 

provide for her and her daughter, but it has been extremely 

difficult. They had been living with a lady from their church, 

because they had land but no way to build a house on it. 

 

 

 

A huge thank you to First Presbyterian Church of Turlock for providing the  

funds for Josefa and Ashli to finally have their own house. Josefa and Ashli  

are very thankful for their new home that now belongs to them, and praise the 

 faithfulness of God. They hope that everyone who had a hand in providing  

them with their new home would be blessed.  
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While we were unable to go in person to Guatemala this summer, we were able to share the love of God 

with the Guatemalan people. In addition to providing wheelchairs for those without mobility, we funded two 

house builds. Here are brief glimpses of the families we helped.  



 

 Session last met on December 21, 2020 utilizing the Zoom online meeting 

platform. Session approved the proposed 2021 budget. We have received 

official communication from the bank that the Paycheck Protection Program 

loan we received earlier this year has been forgiven. Thanks be to God! Session 

recognized the contributions of Meredith Lawrence, Tutoring Director, who 

resigned effective the end of December. We are grateful for the impact she made 

to our tutoring program. We wish her well on her new venture.  

Session also recognized our Parish Associate, Rev. Wendy Warner, and thanked her for providing pulpit supply when 

Pastor Craig and Marcy were in quarantine last spring and other times throughout the past year.  
 

The annual Congregational Meeting will be held virtually (on Zoom) on January 31, 2101. Please put this on your 

calendar now. At this meeting we, the members of the church, take care of the corporate business of the church. 

Quorum is necessary to hold business. Please plan to attend. 
 

Welcome 2021! Last year made such an impact in our lives. The Christ child has been born. Hope. Peace, Joy and 

Love. Happy New Years to my church family. The best is yet to come. 
 

In service,  

Pat Wallace, Clerk of Session 

 
Deacons held their monthly Zoom meeting on Dec. 21st  

Wendy shared that the “Tidings of Comfort” service and the Thanksgiving meal that 

was picked up by many in our church family was well-received.  

Deacons sent out Christmas cards this month to their “flocks”. The cards were  

produced with the help of these wonderful junior high students:  

Madison, 7th grade; Aislyn, 7th grade; Ryan Njock, 8th grade; Sarina, 8th grade; and Jesiah, 8th grade. Deacons 

thank you for your help, students!  

We wish to also thank Stephanie Anderson, our youth director, for her help in coordinating the project between 

Deacons and this youth group during the busy Christmas season. 
 

Blessings,  

Darlene Runsten and Lynn Posluch, Deacon Co-Moderators 

 

FOR IT IS IN GIVING 

THAT WE RECEIVE 
 

Giving to First Presbyterian Church of Turlock 

has been getting easier and more flexible! Not 

only can you mail or drop off your cash/check, 

but you can also give online thru the church 

website by clicking the “Online Giving” tab and 

follow the easy instructions. You can also 

download the QR Reader App on your phone 

and simply by clicking on the 

image to the right, you can give  

to the various FPC ministries.  
 

We thank you all for your  

continued support! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Deacons met on November 5, 2018 
 

➢ Thank you to the congregation for 

responding to our request for donations. 

➢ The deacons have hosted ten memorial 

service luncheons this year. 

➢ The deacons provided refreshments during 

the Lifetouch portrait sessions and 

collected worship service information to 

match deacons with congregates. 

➢ We will deliver poinsettias in December and 

bring cheer to those in our flock who are 

inbound. 

➢  

Faithfully submitted, 

Russell Limprecht, Moderator 
 

 

The Deacons Team met on Monday, February 18, 2019. 
 

• A continued thank you to the congregation for 

supporting the Deacon Fund. 

• We welcomed our new Deacons, Valerie 

Keesey, Susan England, Lynn Posluch, and Pat 

Rubalcava, Cyndi Sims, and thanked our 

outstanding retiring Deacons, Betty Brugger, 

This is often referred to as the 'summer slide' or 'summer learning loss' 

Students who read over the summer can gain a month of proficiency in reading 

 

This is The Learning Zone’s third year of offering our Summer Reading Program                                             

and we are looking for tutors to work with students during this five-week program.                  

Session & Finance Ministry 
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Income & Expense Year to Date 

Ending April 30, 2020 
 

YTD Income: 

Contributions         $90,158.57 

Other Income        $16,403.29 

Interest         $112.23 

Total Income        $106,674.09 
 

YTD Total Expenses        $117,235.40 

      Income / Expense Difference    ($10,561.31) 
 

Church Funds: 

Unrestricted Funds       $119,326.43 

Restricted Funds       $51,241.05 

Total Funds        $170,567.48 

 

FINANCE UPDATE 

Income & Expense Year to Date 

Ending November 30, 2020 

YTD Income: 

Contributions         $257,552.42 

Other Income        $  43,561.54 

PPP Loan Forgiveness       $  33,790.00 

Interest         $       342.80 

Investments Realized Gain  $       906.51 

Total Income        $336,153.27 
 

YTD Total Expenses        $316,834.30 

      Income/Expense Difference      +$  19,318.97 
 

Cash Assets: 

Unrestricted        $131,606.27 

Restricted        $  53,193.71 

Total Assets        $184,799.98 
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First Presbyterian Church 

2619 N. Berkeley Avenue 

Turlock, CA 95382 

 

Phone # (209) 632-2324 

E-mail: fpcturlock@att.net  

Website: www.fpturlock.com 

Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/firstpresbyterianchurch 

 

 

 

 Pastor: Rev. Dr. Craig Wright 

 Parish Associate: Rev. Wendy Warner 

 Children Ministry Director: Marcy Wright 

 Youth Ministry Director: Stephanie Anderson 

 Tutoring Ministry Director: Meredith Lawrence 

 Director of Music: Rev. Wendy Warner 

 Administrative Assistant: Polet Yonan 

 Bookkeeper: Russell Limprecht 

 Accompanist: Dr. Wayne Kidwell 

 Organist: Barbara Bort 

 Child Care: Ester Salgado 

 
 

Church Staff  
 

ELECTED DEACONS AND SESSION OFFICERS 
 

Elders 

Class of 2020 

Glenda Jameson 

Candace Peterson 

John Sims 

Martin Purdy 

 

Elders 

Class of 2021 

Marilyn Hoobyar 

Priscilla Peters 

Pat Wallace 

Michael Yonan 

 

Elders 

Class of 2022 

Robby Avilla 

Dan Hardesty 

Joey Reyes 

Adria Sanders 

 
 

Deacons 

Class of 2020 

Diane Arakelian 

Bill Bishop 

Vivien Huntley 

Kathy Mendonca 

 

Deacons 

Class of 2021 

Susan England 

Valerie Keesey 

Lynn Posluch 

Darlene Runsten 

Cyndi Sims 

 

Deacons 

Class of 2022 

Lynnai Badal 

Lynette Betts 

Sheila Josh 

Mary Peterson 

Rebecca Staley 

 

Big enough to meet your needs…Small enough to know your name. 

mailto:fpcturlock@att.net
http://www.fpturlock.com/
http://www.facebook.com/firstpresbyterianchurch

